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Breakout 

session 
2F:  Multilateral Negotiations and International 

Organizations 
 Yavuz

(Paper 
Session) 

  

  Observations on multilateral environmental diplomacy from 1992-2012 

  Lynn Wagner (IISD, lynn@iisd.org), Pamela Chasek (IISD, pam@iisd.org) 

  Abstract: 
  At the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, 

the majority of the world's leaders set their back on the old world order and a 
'Cold War'security paradigm and constructed a new 'sustainable development' 
paradigm that promised to enhance environmentally sound economic and social 
development throughout the world. The proliferation of multilateral 
environmental agreements and summits that followed 1992 points to an 
unprecedented achievement in international diplomacy, but is also worth 
examining for its accomplishments and shortcomings. This paper presents case 
studies drawn from a book project that examines accomplishments and 
shortcomings from the last 20 years of multilateral environmental negotiations. 
This comprehensive review was conducted by approximately twenty writers for 
the International Institute for Sustainable Development's Earth Negotiations 
Bulletin, and was co-edited by the paper's authors. All of the contributing 
authors to this book project have participated in the post-Earth Summit 
negotiating processes and use their first-hand knowledge as they examine the 
evolution over the past 20 years. 

   
  Turning points in multilateral trade negotiations on intellectual property 

  Larry Crump (Griffith University, L.Crump@griffith.edu.au), Daniel 
Druckman (George Mason University & University of Southern Qld, 
dandruckman@yahoo.com) 

  Abstract: 
  Detailed chronologies of events that transpired during the discussion of 

intellectual property issues (TRIPS) in the GATT Uruguay Round and prior to 
and during the WTO Doha Ministerial are used to trace the unfolding 
negotiation processes through time. Of particular interest are departures from 
earlier trends in the chronologies: A departure is defined as a clear and self-
evident change from earlier events or patterns in the form of an impactful 
decision taken by one or more parties. By coding the causes (precipitants) and 
effects (consequences) of the departures, we perform a turning points analysis: 
These three-part sequences reveal the triggers and impacts of departures during 
the extended TRIPS negotiation process. The analyses will allow a comparison 
of the patterns that unfolded during the two phases of TRIPS negotiations. This 
comparison will highlight the breakthroughs that occurred during the Uruguay 
Round and the crises that emerged later, prior to and during the Doha 
Ministerial. It will also have implications more generally for the way that 
comparative analyses of international negotiation are performed. 
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