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RESEARCH STATEMENT

Background: Current global health issues such as the CoViD-19 pandemic, prompt a broader need for
interconnectivity around notions of health, wellbeing and creative arts in order to more fully engage with the
diverse psychological, emotional, and physiological layers experienced within the broader community (Harker,
2020). In seeking adaptive and recovery strategies, there is much to be explored in the integral ways that creative
arts can address and assist in local as well as global health and wellbeing.

Contribution: The publication Creative Returns: Reformation, Recovery, Renewal and its accompanying curated
exhibition and symposium, innovatively draws on key arts and wellbeing artists across a diversity of regions and
creative disciplines to build an interconnecting vision through creative dialogue that explores the many roles that
art can play in health and wellbeing. The publication asserts and contextualises how creative arts can enact social
change in approaches to health and wellbeing by prompting recovery through the very creative art of making.

Significance: Creative Returns: Reformation, Recovery, Renewal, is a multi-institutional publication that includes
high-profile contributions from leading national and international artist researchers such Jen Webb (AUS),
Shannon Novak (NZ) and Susan Shantz (CA), as part of the curated exhibition and research symposium at
University of Southern Queensland. The catalogue is published by Loophole Press, Victoria, via the Blurb platform,
bringing together arts and health insights from Australian Catholic University, Queensland University of
Technology, University of Canberra, University of Saskatchewan and University of Auckland.
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