
Background 

The World Commission on Environment and Development (1987) proposed the most consensual 

definition of sustainable development to date: "Sustainable development is development that meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs." More specially, as specified in the Brundtland report (WCED, 1987) the concept of sustainable 

development comprises three aspects: economic, social, and environmental. In addition, for 

development of a given territory to be considered sustainable, it must integrate the qualities 

associated with interactions and overlapping of these dimensions. Accordingly, development must be 

equitable (interaction between the economic and social dimension), liveable (correspondence of the 

environment to social needs, which can refer to the concept of quality of life), and viable (economic 

development must abide by the supportive capacity of the ecosystems, and depletion of non-

renewable resource must be avoided). 

The goal of sustainability in a city is the reduction of the city's use of natural resources and 

production of wastes, while simultaneously improving its liveability, so that it can better fit within the 

capacities of local, regional, and global ecosystems. Creating Sustainable City needs to be supported 

by sustainable technology development. The theme for the 2nd ICSTD is "Developing Sustainable 

Technology for a Better Future". 

Much progress has been made, for example, in limiting pollution and reducing fuel consumption. 

Technology has to be developed in line with the achievement of the goal of sustainability in a city. 

The 2nd ICSTD will bring together national and international frontline thinkers, academics, 

executives, government and business officials, practitioners and leaders to present and discuss a wide 

range of engineering and architectural issues towards the achievement of sustainability in a city. 
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