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a note from the editor 
 
This volume of conference abstracts and papers represents the lasting footprint of the 
Ecopolitics XVI conference held at Griffith University from July 4 — 6 2005.  It demonstrates 
the depth and breadth of academic and activist thinking about the challenges of the 21st 
century for Australia, and for the international community. 
 
I’d like to thank the conference participants for their contributions to this volume, and to the 
discussions, forums, and conversations throughout the conference.  This dialogue and 
interaction between those who are academics, those who work in advocacy, those who 
are environmental practitioners, and those who are policymakers is what helps Ecopolitics 
be what it aims to be. 
 
Cassandra Star 
Ecopolitics XVI Conference Co-Convenor 
President, Ecopolitics Association of Australasia 
 
 
 
statement by the conference convenors & proceedings editor 
 
The papers that appear as refereed in these Ecopolitics XVI: Transforming Environmental 
Governance for the 21st Century conference proceedings (held 4-6 July 2005 at Griffith 
University, Nathan Campus) have all been academically refereed in accordance with the 
Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training requirements for the E1 
CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS - FULL WRITTEN PAPER REFEREED composite index category.  
 
This means that the full papers have been sent to appropriate, independent, qualified 
experts before publication and the authors have been required to make the changes 
recommended by these peer reviewers before being included in the proceedings. The 
papers have also been presented at this conference which is of both national and 
international significance — as indicated by the range of experts participating from noted 
institutions around the world.  
 
The authors have indicated that their refereed papers are a product of research undertaken 
in their capacity as a staff member or student of the university or institution listed in the by 
line on the cover of each paper. The proceedings have been made available to a wide 
audience and can be purchased in CD form through the conference website. A copy of 
these proceedings has been lodged with the National Library of Australia and an ISBN 
number has been obtained. 
 
Giorel Curran, Robyn Hollander, Michael Howes,  
Kristen Lyons, Cassandra Star & James Whelan 
The Conference Convenors 
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stream 1: the state and environmental governance 
 

 
Stephen Darley   The Greens in South Australia: The Struggle against Opportunism 
 
Ronlyn Duncan   Negotiating Away the Environment 
  
Kirsten Henderson  Water Myths and Water Reforms 
  
Robyn Hollander   Forest Stories — Media Reporting of Forest Policy, 1985-2004  
  
Louis J. Kotze Addressing Fragmented and Unsustainable Environmental 

Governance in South Africa: Integrated Pollution Prevention and 
Control as a Framework for Integration Reform 

 
Benoit Lefevre  Urban Energetical Signature: a new methodological approach for 

indicator 
  
Jane Macdonald Patterns in media coverage of environmental activism - an 

historical perspective 
  
Paul Martin   Rethinking the Role of Regulation in the Pursuit of Sustainability 
  
Paul Norton  The Salience of Environmental Issues in the 2004 Australian 

Federal Election 
  
David Schlosberg  Democracy and Environmental Rulemaking: The Impact of Web-

based Technology and Campaigns 
  
Paul Williams   ‘The Greens’ Electoral Fortunes in Queensland: 2004 and Beyond 
  
Dr Tan Yigitcanlar  E-governing environmental and natural resources  
  
Dr Tan Yigitcanlar, Urban Containment and Sustainability in South East Queensland 
Brendan Gleeson,  
Neil Sipe  
& Jago Dodson  
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stream 2: business, society and the environment 
 

 
Eddo Coiacetto Real Estate Development Industry Structure: 

Its shape and shapers 
 
Paul Donehue Is the Commodification of Land and Housing Appropriate for 

Sustainable Residential Communities? 
 
Peter Hoppe,  Strategic Relationships Between Transnational Corporations and  
Roy Rickson  Local Communities 
& David Burch 
 
Michael Howes  The Corporate Citizen - friend or foe of sustainable development? 
 
Phillip Kimmet  Why Incentives Make Business More Sustainable 
 
Ar. Muktar Latkar  Ganapati Visarjan: The Idol Immersion - A Golden Way Out 
 
 
Ian McGregor  The Eco-Politics of Global Warming 
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stream 3: community action, ngos and civil society 
 
 

 
Elisa Aatola Two aspects of ecopolitics: animal rights activism and 

environmental campaigns 
 
Geoff Cockfield Prospects for participation in natural resource management 

decision-making 
 
Giorel Curran  Technologies of Dissent 
 
Sam La Rocca  Making a difference:  Strategies for mobilising community action 
 
Nina Lansbury Hall Confronting Climate Change: A Review of Perspectives on 

Environmental NGO Campaigns 
 
Sally MacKinnon Slow Learning and Courageous Conversation — How ecological 

adult learning might support personal, professional and social 
transformation 

 
Lionel Pero From governance rhetoric to practical reality:  Making 

community-based natural resource management decision-
making work 

 
Jenny Pickerill Riding the waves of environmental activism:  Participation and 

uneasy alliances in Western Australia 
 
T. S. Priya,   Pesticides and Food: How exposed are we? 
Rahul Ranjan,  
Vijay Venkatesh Ramani 
 
Cassandra Star  Notions of Ecological Citizenship in Climate Justice Campaigns 
 
James Whelan  People power, politics and poultry:  a strategic analysis of  
& John Hepburn network politics in the campaign for non- 
 genetically engineered poultry feed 
 
Fern Wickson Australia’s Environmental Regulation of Genetically Modified 

Crops: Science and Precaution 
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stream 4: international environmental politics 
 
Douglas Baker  Measuring Policy Effectiveness: First Nations’ Participation in  
& Paul Donehue  Environmental Assessment in British Columbia, Canada 
 
Tim Doyle Green Underground I: The Theory of Environmental Politics under 

Authoritarian Regimes 
 
Daniel Franks   Pleading with the Emperor: Pax Americana and the 
& John Mackenzie Transformation of Environmental Governance 
 
El-Harun Muhammad Democratisation and Environmental Challenges: Imperatives for 

African Survival 
 
Tom O'Brien  The Environment and Transition in Romania and Hungary  
 
Marganit Ofir-Gutler Environmental Grassroots Initiatives in Israel:  The Buds of New 

Politics, or the Remnants of traditional Politics? 
 
Victor Ojakorotu  Environmental Crisis, Oil and Identity in the Niger Delta of Nigeria 
 
Robert A. Poirier Nature-based tourism and indigenous issues: contending 

philosophical perspectives 
 
Geetanjoy Sahu  Environmental governance & role of judiciary in India 
 
Sarinda Singh Environmental governance and transformations of morality: 

wildlife trade in Laos 
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stream 5: environmental political theory 
 
Ann Brower A Huge and Comparatively Useless Waste of Resources: the 

Shifting Role of Recreation within American Multiple Use Forestry 
 
Denise Dillon,   Meanings of 'Values' in a Wet Tropics World Heritage Context:  
David Cottrell  Social Representations and Rhetoric 
& Joseph Reser 
 
Karey Harrison  Rebuilding the Ship: A New Model of Democracy in Emergence 
& Drew Hutton 
 
Richard Hindmarsh Green Biopolitics and the Administration of ‘Reformed’ Life 
 
Donna Houston Encountering Waste/Recycling History: Environmental Injury, 

Justice and the Topographies of Political Engagement                                                                                 
 
Richard Mochelle Towards a New Constitutionalism: the call for Global 

Responsibility 
 
Ben Ridder  Reorienting the Ecocentric Individual  
 
Chris Riedy Integrating Exterior and Interior Knowledge in Sustainable 

Development Policy 
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