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USQ Research

• Research Institutes
– ADFI, IAE, IRR

• Research Centres

–CRN, ICACS, NCEA, CESRC, 
ACSBD

• Research Schools

–SACES, SAC, SLASE, SCES, 
SMEE, SC, SME, SPCC



USQ Research Support

Research & Innovation Division
• Research Development
• Research Operations
• Research Training & HDR

Academic Services Division
• ICT Services
• Library



QCIF Research Support

 Not-for-profit company formed by the 6 QLD public university in 2000
 High performance research infrastructure & services
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New Australian
research cloud,
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Join NeCTAR's Australian

developer community

Read the latest e-news
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Researchers

Unravelling the secrets of past

worlds

Nicky Wright is

fascinated by the

earth’s geologic

history. She is

currently

researching paleogeography throughout

the Phanerozoic and combines GPlates,

an open source plate tectonic software,

with the online global Paleobiology

Database to reconstruct past

environments. "I am learning how to

unravel the secrets of past worlds..."

NeCTAR signs first e-research

tool contract, with UWA

18.04.12

Virtual Physiological Human -

potential to save millions of

lives

15.12.11

The Virtual Physiological Human is a

€207 million research project running

from 2007 to 2013 in Europe. The

project combines top scientists,

mathematicians, computer technicians

and doctors in order to create a digital

representation of the human body. At its

core, it employs grid and cloud

computing technologies to store, share

and compute information. It is

considered this project has potential far

reaching implications to save millions of

lives in the future.

Latest News ... NeCTAR Partners

Everett Toews, cloud builder,

shares his story

Senior software

developer from

Cybera in Alberta,

Canada, Everett

Toews, recently

visited Melbourne to

offer his support to Australia's Research

Cloud. He shares his experience building

clouds. Everett is a keen scuba diver,

since 2004. He is seen in these photos

playing hockey underwater in Hawaii.
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USQ eResearch Services

Data

USQ ICT services enabled:
QCIF hosted eResearch services: infrastructure, applications, tools, data

Virtual Machines (VMs)

Researcher Needs

Computation

USQ HPC

QCIF HPC

NCI HPC

Research Data Storage

Data Management

Video 
Collaboration

Collaboration Consultation

Research project 
management

Requirements 
Analysis

Service 
Management

Data Transfer



The Research Projects

Every Day Digital Lives

The project collects people's stories of their 
first encounter with a computer and their 
most recent uses of computers and digital 
devices. 

World Heritage and Environment

The project is on the Great Barrier Reef 
aesthetics, social value and management; 
heritage tourism, World Heritage and 
Indigenous values. 



Summary of the two projects

Qualitative research projects using interviews 
and requiring ethics approval

Interviewing young 
children under 18 

years of age

Interviewing 
Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander 
participants

Would like to reuse and share data 

Had ethics approval 
for sharing by CC 

BY-SA 4.0) 

Ethics approval to 
conduct research

Every Day Digital 
Lives

World Heritage And 
Environment 



Requirements of the Research 
Projects

I need somewhere I can store the research data 
during and after the project!

I need to collaborate with other researchers via 
video during the research project

I need a way to collaborate with and manage a 
multi-partner research project

I need to have long 
term archiving for 
share and reuse of 

the data by the 
community

How can I 
enhance my 

research impact 
using eResearch 
services ethically 

How do I share ‘data’  
from historical and 
human sources that 
are not created by 

the researcher



Unknown Knowns

Consultaion
with eRA & 
Manager 
Ethics

Do you plan to 
re-use and 

share the data

Do you have ethics 
clearance that 

covers consent for 
re-use and sharing

I will need 
to get my 

ethics 
approval 
amended

Have you 
considered special 
ethics categories?

Data owned 
by others. 
Researcher 

owns 
ordering and 
selection of 

data. 



Lessons Learnt

• Early engagement with research 
support helped identify opportunities 
and issues unknown to the 
researcher but known to research 
support

• Collaborative efforts help share 
solutions by researchers that have 
encountered similar problems along 
their research journeys. 



What is in it for researchers?

• Comply with research ethics

• Support grant applications

• Increase research impact

• Build eResearch track record

• Secure onshore managed IT 
services

• Future proofing for open access



Q and A

Thank You.

Contact:

Francis Gacenga

gacenga@usq.edu.au

mailto:gacenga@usq.edu.au

