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emergence of Basil's social engagement, culminating in this so-called 
'Basileias', I ask a kind of hermeneutic question: what were his 
motives? I review three significant writers on Basil (Gribomont, 
Rousseau and Holman), and show the inadequacy of their 
interpretations, then go on to emphasize what I think is essential if we 
are to understand what drove Basil in this sphere of action.  

 

DR WENDY MAYER  
Washington DC  

Wendy Mayer is a social historian recognised internationally for her 
work deconstructing long-standing assumptions concerning the late 
antique priest and bishop John Chrysostom. Her recent books include 
John Chrysostom: The Cult of the Saints (with Bronwen Neil) and 
The Homilies of St John Chrysostom - Provenance. Reshaping the 
Foundations. In 2006-2007 she was awarded a Fellowship in 
Byzantine Studies at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC during 
which she conducted the research for a book titled The Churches of 
Syrian Antioch (300-638 CE) (with Pauline Allen). The regard in 
which her work is held is indicated by the number of invited lectures 
and seminars she has delivered internationally in the past three years 
in cities as diverse as Paris (Sorbonne), Tokyo, Boston, Basel, 
Washington DC, Leuven and Rome.  

WELCOMING THE STRANGER IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
EAST  

Late Antiquity is a period during which hospitality towards the 
stranger began to diversify in a number of interesting - and, at times, 
novel - ways. By the end of the fourth century hospices and hospitals 
began to develop in the east, the practice of receiving the translated 
relics of martyrs emerged and the rise of asceticism and the formation 
of monastic communities began to lead in some instances to the care 
by them of the poor, sick, displaced and elderly. Exiled bishops were 
forcibly relocated to remote areas in Egypt, Armenia and on the coast 
of the Black Sea, where local communities welcomed them or not, 
depending on the circumstances. At the turn of the fourth century the 
growing maturation of Constantinople as the capital of the eastern 
empire saw the influx of numerous individuals from other provinces - 
bishops, monks, lay people - who came (and often stayed for months, 
if not years) seeking imperial and senatorial favour. By the mid fifth 
century the vandal invasions had led to the need to handle the 
relocation and care of refugees, some of whom made their way into 



eastern provinces. In this same century the rise of spectacular pillar 
saints in Syria saw the increased growth of another phenomenon - 
hagiotourism - which drew Christian pilgrims in large numbers from 
the far flung corners of the empire. This paper seeks to draw out the 
full diversity of what it meant to welcome the stranger in the late 
antique east with specific attention to the imperial capital, 
Constantinople, and to the province of Syria. 
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Greece  

Stephanie L. Hathaway (University of Sydney)  
The Saracen Queen and the Victory of Guillaume d'Orange: The Role of 
Guiborc in La Prise d’Orange, Aliscans and Wolfram's Willehalm  

10:30-
11:30  

Morning Tea 

11:30-1:00 SESSION 2 - SOMETHING ILLUMINATING  

Chair: Pamela O'Neill  

Heidi Gearhart (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor)  
Expectations of Virtue: Travelling Artists, Misbehaving Monks and the 
Production of Sacred Art  

John R C Martyn (University of Melbourne)  
Jesus' Life in the Canterbury Bible  

Robin Cook (University of Queensland)  
The Gospels of St. Augustine (Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 
286): The Layout of f.129v, the St. Luke Portrait Page 

1:00-2:00 Lunch 

2:00-3:00 PRACTICAL SESSION 1 - ST. STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL, 
ELIZABETH STREET  

Wes Jordan  

Gregorian Chant Melodies in Organ Compositions 

3:00-3:30 Afternoon Tea 

3:30-4:30 PLENARY SESSION 1  

Chair: Geoffrey D Dunn  

Wendy Mayer (Australian Catholic University)  
Welcoming the Stranger in the Mediterranean East 

4:30-5:30 BOOK LAUNCH  

John R C Martyn, King Sisebut and the Culture of Visigothic Spain, 
Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 2008. 



 
Thursday 2 October  

   

9:00-9:30 REGISTRATION 

9:30-10:30 SESSION 3 - HOSPITALITY AND HEALING  

Chair: Silke Sitzler  

Laura Hutchings (University of Utah)  
Travel and Hospitality in the Time of Sidonius Apollinaris  

Tessa Morrison (University of Newcastle)  
Planning to Welcome the Pilgrims of the Middle Ages  

10:30-
11:30 

Morning Tea 

11:30-
12:30 

SESSION 4 - TO WELCOME OR NOT TO WELCOME  

Chair: Andrew Stephenson  

Abdul Nasser Kaadan (Aleppo University, Syria)  
Joint Diseases in Asia during the Medieval Ages  

Marcus Harmes (University of Queensland)  
The Emperor Domitian and the Obedience of Christianity to the Late-
Roman State 

12:30-2:00 Lunch 

2:00-3:00 PLENARY SESSION 2  

Chair: Geoffrey D Dunn  

Anna Silvas (University of New England)  
Interpreting the Motives of Basil's Social Doctrine 

3:00-3:30 Afternoon Tea 

7:00-late Conference Dinner  

West End Gardens Restaurant, 190 Melbourne Street, South Brisbane 
(about a 20-25 minute walk, so organised taxis may be best; this is a 
Vietnamese restaurant and we shall have a set menu). 



 
Friday 3 October  

   

9:00-9:30 REGISTRATION 

9:30-11:00 SESSION 5 - SOMETHING SYRIAN  

Chair: Wendy Mayer  

Silke Sitzler (Australian Catholic University)  
The Irreverent Refugees: Exodus and Identity in Late Antique Syria  

Geoffrey D Dunn (Australian Catholic University)  
Welcoming Back an Excommunicated Church: Relations between Rome 
and Antioch in the Early Fifth Century  

Pauline Allen (Australian Catholic University)  
Welcoming Foreign Saints to the Church of Antioch 

11:00-
11:30 

Morning Tea 

11:30-
12:30 

SESSION 6 - HOLY STRANGENESS  

Chair: Pamela O'Neill  

Naoki Kamimura (International Christian University, Tokyo)  
Peregrinatio animi and the Peregrinus image in the Letters of Augustine 

Bernard Mees (Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology & University of 
Melbourne)  
Alu and Hale 

12:30-2:00 Lunch and AEMA Annual General Meeting 

2:00-3:00 PRACTICAL SESSION 2  

Gold Coast Calligraphy Society  

3:00-3:30 Afternoon Tea 

3:30-4:30 SESSION 7 - LEGAL MATTERS  

Chair: Pauline Allen  

Pamela O'Neill (University of Sydney)  
Once a Lawyer, Always a Lawyer? Legal Overtones in Adomnán's Vita 



Columbae  

Amy Brown (University of Sydney)  
Legislating for the Stranger: Archbishop Wulfstan and King Cnut 

4:30 Farewell 
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