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Abstract
As cognitive-inspired computation approaches, deep neural networks or deep learning (DL) models have played important 
roles in allowing machines to reach human-like performances in various complex cognitive tasks such as cognitive computation 
and sentiment analysis. This paper offers a thorough examination of the rapidly developing topic of DL-assisted aspect-based 
sentiment analysis (DL-ABSA), focusing on its increasing importance and implications for practice and research advance-
ment. Leveraging bibliometric indicators, social network analysis, and topic modeling techniques, the study investigates four 
research questions: publication and citation trends, scientific collaborations, major themes and topics, and prospective research 
directions. The analysis reveals significant growth in DL-ABSA research output and impact, with notable contributions from 
diverse publication sources, institutions, and countries/regions. Collaborative networks between countries/regions, particularly 
between the USA and China, underscore global engagement in DL-ABSA research. Major themes such as syntax and struc-
ture analysis, neural networks for sequence modeling, and specific aspects and modalities in sentiment analysis emerge from 
the analysis, guiding future research endeavors. The study identifies prospective avenues for practitioners, emphasizing the 
strategic importance of syntax analysis, neural network methodologies, and domain-specific applications. Overall, this study 
contributes to the understanding of DL-ABSA research dynamics, providing a roadmap for practitioners and researchers to 
navigate the evolving landscape and drive innovations in DL-ABSA methodologies and applications. 

Keywords  Deep learning · Aspect-based sentiment analysis · Bibliometric analysis · Topic modeling · Social network analysis

Introduction

Deep Learning for Aspect‑Based Sentiment Analysis

Cognitive computing, with the aim of simulating or better 
understanding the biological cognitive systems of human 
beings to resolve complicated problems and integrate human 
intelligence into machines at scale, has marked a new era 
of computing [1, 2]. As cognitive-inspired computation 

technologies, deep neural networks (DNNs) are considered 
increasingly essential in fields such as cognitive computation 
and sentiment analysis [3]. Aspect-based sentiment analysis 
(ABSA) is a specialized branch of sentiment analysis [4] 
focusing on analyzing sentimental expressions toward spe-
cific aspects or attributes in texts, such as products, services, 
or topics [5, 6]. Unlike traditional sentiment analysis, which 
provides a general sentiment polarity for an entire document 
or sentence, ABSA offers a more granular understanding by 
attributing sentiments to individual aspects or entities men-
tioned within the text [7]. This nuanced approach enables 
organizations to gain deeper insights into customer opin-
ions, product reviews, and public sentiment toward various 
aspects of interest [8].

In the realm of ABSA, researchers and practitioners 
employ a variety of methods and technologies to extract 
sentiment information from textual data. These methods 
encompass a spectrum of methods including rule-based 
and machine learning algorithms [9, 10]. Rule-based tech-
niques depend on pre-established guidelines and patterns 
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to determine sentiment-bearing aspects and classify their 
associated sentiments [11]. Machine learning techniques, on 
the other hand, leverage statistical models and algorithms to 
automatically learn patterns and relationships from labeled 
data, enabling more flexible and scalable sentiment analy-
sis [12]. Common machine learning approaches in ABSA 
include supervised learning, where models are trained using 
labeled data to forecast sentiment labels for cases yet to be 
encountered, and unsupervised learning, which involves 
clustering and topic modeling to uncover latent sentiment 
patterns within text [13].

With the proliferation of large-scale textual data and the 
growing complexity of sentiment analysis tasks, deep learn-
ing (DL) has emerged as a powerful paradigm for advanc-
ing ABSA research [14]. As cognitive-inspired computation 
approaches, DL techniques, characterized by neural network 
architectures with multiple layers of abstraction, offer unpar-
alleled capabilities in a variety of complicated cognitive 
tasks, including natural language processing (NLP) [15, 16]. 
In the context of ABSA, DL models can effectively cap-
ture subtle nuances in sentiment expressions across diverse 
domains and textual modalities [17, 18]. Moreover, DL 
frameworks enable end-to-end learning, where models auto-
matically learn feature representations from data without the 
need for handcrafted features or domain-specific knowledge 
[19]. This capability makes DL particularly well-suited for 
ABSA tasks, where the identification of sentiment-bearing 
aspects and the interpretation of contextual nuances are par-
amount [20]. As a result, the increasing importance of DL 
for ABSA (DL-ABSA) research is evident, with researchers 
leveraging cutting-edge neural networks to push the bounda-
ries of sentiment analysis and unlock new opportunities for 
understanding human opinions and preferences [21, 22].

Cognitively and Biologically Inspired Basis 
of DL‑ABSA

Sentiment analysis, as an important component of affec-
tive computing, has developed into an interdisciplinary 
field between computer science, artificial intelligence (AI), 
cognitive neuroscience, etc., aiming at enabling intelligent 
systems to identify, infer/predict, and interpret human emo-
tions [23]. The analysis of human emotion, which involves 
complex behavior, cognition, psychology, and physiology, 
is a challenge in cognitive computing. Research in cogni-
tive science [24] has revealed the relevance of the human 
brain’s cognitive processing system to emotions. For exam-
ple, positive emotions, such as joy, contribute to the creation 
of innovative solutions for problem-solving; on the contrary, 
negative emotions, such as distress, may result in low perfor-
mance in cognitive tasks [25]. According to [26], the study 
of the brain’s cognitive functions provides opportunities for 
natural language comprehension. As a result, researchers 

have attached increasing importance to cognitive heuristic 
mechanisms and the application of human cognitive princi-
ples in various fields of NLP, including sentiment analysis 
and ABSA [27].

The recent development of cognitive-inspired computing, 
interactions, and systems is promising for changing how we 
live [28]. As cognitive-inspired computing approaches, DNNs 
are fundamentally inspired by human structure and function, 
which mimic the hierarchy and learning process of biological 
neural networks and have achieved success in various areas, 
including cognitive computation and sentiment analysis [3], 
by empowering machines with cognitive abilities to distin-
guish, explain, and express emotions and sentiments [29]. 
For example, [30] introduced a cognitive computing meth-
odology based on big data analytics for sentiment analysis by 
adopting binary brain-storm optimization and fuzzy cognitive 
maps for feature selection and emotion classification, respec-
tively. Inspired by the emotional processing mechanisms in 
cognitive neuroscience, [31] proposed a multi-level attention-
bidirectional long short-term memory (LSTM) method based 
on cognitive limbic systems to analyze emotions within mul-
timodal data [32]. Developed a cognitive awareness frame-
work that transferred cognitively-oriented knowledge within 
multimodal data using attention-based fusion and classified 
emotions using LSTM sub-models.

Review of DL‑ABSA and its Relevant Topics

Performing a systematic review and analysis of papers in 
niche fields is a major means of obtaining a comprehen-
sive understanding of the topic [33]. Numerous surveys and 
reviews of relevant material have previously been published. 
A thorough overview of ABSA was given by Truşcć and 
Frasincar [11], who also presented a categorization system 
for aspect extraction and highlighted important works with 
a focus on contemporary approaches. Bensoltane and Zaki 
[34] provided a thorough analysis of Arabic ABSA studies, 
highlighting the main obstacles that various strategies must 
face, as well as future research objectives and gaps in the 
body of literature. To map linkages between aspects, interac-
tions, dependencies, and contextual-semantic correlations, 
and to anticipate the development of sentiment dynamics, 
Nazir et al. [21] addressed challenges related to aspect and 
sentiment extraction.

Several reviews focused on DL-ABSA. DL in ABSA was 
evaluated by Do et al. [35] for contextualizing approaches. 
The authors also included concerns pertaining to sentiment 
analysis and ABSA, as well as the task’s overall structure 
and the challenges associated with it. In the examination 
of DL methods inside ABSA, Trisna and Jie [36] explored 
possible directions for further research. Benchmark datasets, 
assessment measures, and DL techniques were presented by 
Liu et al. [37] for ABSA.
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However, this study’s use of indicators differs from prior 
research which mostly used a narrative method. Techno-
logical, social, and business perspectives are driving the 
dynamic growth of the DL-ABSA sector, necessitating 
periodic reviews and meta-analyses employing bibliometric 
approaches. These investigations use a variety of method-
ologies that cover several modes, nodes, aspects, and levels 
and include bibliometrics, surveys, knowledge, information, 
and data analytics. It is possible that earlier research ignored 
elements that are now important. Moreover, there is lim-
ited discussion on how research methods relate to theme 
developments across time. With its probabilistic methodol-
ogy, topic models are able to identify topics based on word 
co-occurrences, which makes them useful for assessing a 
variety of abstracts in a field [38]. They support scholars, 
particularly those just new to the field, by helping them navi-
gate research paths and better understand changing research 
trends in specific areas.

Research Aims and Questions

This global bibliometric mapping study aims to methodi-
cally investigate theoretical developments and the status of 
knowledge in the quickly developing topics of DL-ABSA. 
This research, which takes a wide view and covers the years 
2016 to 2023, provides a comprehensive review of the birth 
and development of new fields and specializations. To illus-
trate the worldwide contributions of publishing sources, 
nations/regions, and institutions, we first use bibliometric 
indicators, including publication counts, total citations, and 
the H-index. These indicators are then employed to pinpoint 
facets of DL-ABSA research between 2016 and 2023. The 
second goal is to look for partnerships between organiza-
tions, nations, and areas by employing social network analy-
sis (SNA) and visualization. Lastly, we use topic modeling 
and term co-occurrence analysis to look at DL-ABSA pat-
terns and areas of focus. The following four research ques-
tions (RQs) were developed for this study based on earlier 
bibliometric research (e.g., [39, 40]).

RQ1: In the field of DL-ABSA, what are the patterns of 
publishing and citation along with the top sources, aca-
demic institutions, and geographic locations?
RQ2: In the field of DL-ABSA, how do contributors col-
laborate?
RQ3: Which main topics and areas of focus best describe 
DL-ABSA research?
RQ4: How can researchers further DL-ABSA research, 
and what directions should they take?

The significance and motivations for answering these 
RQs are as follows.

First, by examining annual numbers of publications and 
citations (RQ1), this study offers perspectives on the pro-
gression and evolution of DL-ABSA research. The growth 
in numbers suggests the increasingly active landscape of 
this field [41]. Recognizing major contributors and publica-
tion sources allows for a better understanding of the global 
research landscape of DL-ABSA, including channels for 
making contributions and key actors for fostering efficient 
academic exchange [42, 43].

Second, by visualizing the collaborative networks (RQ2), 
this study reveals the complex collaborations and connec-
tions among contributors in the field of DL-ABSA. This 
knowledge is important to identify leading and influential 
collaborative groups in knowledge exchange and resource 
sharing when conducting DL-ABSA research activities [44].

Furthermore, by using topic modeling and keyword 
analysis approaches (RQ3), this study reveals the thematic 
structure within the DL-ABSA publications [45], shedding 
light on the important areas of research and interdisciplinary 
research directions. Visualization of the developmental ten-
dencies of topics allows researchers to keep up-to-date with 
research developments and evolutions [43] when planning 
scientific and technological activities related to DL-ABSA.

In addition, by exploring topic dynamics and communi-
ties (RQ3), this study provides insights into the development 
of DL-ABSA research priorities and informs researchers of 
the evolving trajectories and areas of ongoing concern [46]. 
This knowledge contributes to understanding the history and 
current status of this field, as well as predicting its future.

First, the findings reveal that DL-ABSA publications 
and citations constantly grew during the study period. 
Second, journals such as IEEE Access, Knowledge-Based 
Systems, and Neurocomputing are the most active in this 
field. Third, China, India, and the USA are the top three 
countries in publishing DL-ABSA studies, with China 
contributing to over 63% of publications and three of its 
institutions, namely, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Wuhan University, and South China Normal University, 
ranked in the top list. Fifth, countries/regions and institu-
tions showing high levels of international collaboration 
demonstrate high productivity and research impact. Sixth, 
terms/phrases such as “opinion,” “graph,” “dependency,” 
“convolution,” “neural network,” and “attention mecha-
nism” show high frequency in DL-ABSA publications. 
Furthermore, research topics such as “syntax and struc-
ture analysis for sentiment analysis,” “categorization and 
identification for ABSA,” “domain adaptation for senti-
ment analysis,” “network and connectivity approaches 
for ABSA,” and “ABSA in pharmacovigilance” received 
increasing attention during the study period. In addition, 
potential future directions include the strategic importance 
of syntactic analysis, neural networks, and domain-specific 
applications.
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The contributions of this study are as follows: (1) pre-
sent a quantitative analysis of DL-ABSA literature based 
on bibliometrics and topic models; (2) identify the annual 
numbers of publications and citations to better understand 
the progress and evolution of DL-ABSA; (3) discover 
active publication sources to highlight channels for pub-
lishing DL-ABSA studies; (4) reveal active contributors 
to share insights or develop collaborations; (5) visualize 
collaborations among contributors to identify the lead-
ers in collaborative networks; (6) uncover research topics 
and emerging themes to understand previous, current, and 
future DL-ABSA research; and (7) present an analytical 
approach suitable for large-scale literature analytics to 
overcome the limitations of manual qualitative analysis.

Research Methodologies

This section describes the research methodologies, which 
include database selection and retrieval, data processing and 
screening of the literature, and data analysis through topic 

models, bibliometrics, SNA, and keyword/phrase frequency 
analysis. Figure 1 shows the general research framework.

Data Search

Web of Science (WoS) provided the data used in this study. 
We used four citation databases: “Conference Proceedings 
Citation Index—Social Sciences & Humanities (CPCI-
SSH),” “Conference Proceedings Citation Index—Sci-
ence (CPCI-S),” “Science Citation Index Expanded (SCI-
Expanded),” and “Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI).” 
The articles under examination were mostly concerned with 
the application of ABSA to textual materials. Publications 
pertaining to ABSA in areas including biological signal pro-
cessing, audio, video, images, and other processing domains 
were excluded. We used a sophisticated search approach that 
allowed for keyword combinations utilizing Boolean opera-
tors (“AND” and “OR”) to make the process of selecting 
articles easier. The search query is presented in Table 7 in 
the Appendix. Conference proceedings are given the same 
weight in this study as journal publications. Only articles 

Fig. 1   Flowchart of data search, screening, and analysis
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published between January 2009 and the end of 2023 were 
taken into account in our research. These publications came 
in a variety of formats, such as “conference paper” and “arti-
cle.” All 1458 publications were gathered from the four data-
bases listed above.

Data Screening

A manual screening procedure comprising two stages 
was conducted to find papers closely related to DL-ABSA 
based on the original dataset of 1458 publications. In the 
first stage, each paper was examined to ensure relevance 
to ABSA. Specifically, the included document needed 
to address at least one of the following requirements: (1) 
aspect-based emotional polarity classification and analysis; 
(2) public opinion on certain facets of problems, occasions, 
or goods; (3) emotional grading and assessment based on 
aspects; (4) aspect classification, aspect word extraction, 
aspect category classification, and semantic feature extrac-
tion targeted at enhancing ABSA; and (5) the creation of 
methods or algorithms for ABSA. In this stage, 133 studies 
that met at least one of the criteria presented in Table 8 in the 
Appendix were excluded. Finally, 1325 ABSA papers were 
selected to be examined in the second stage.

In the second stage, each of the 1325 papers was exam-
ined to select those related to both DL and ABSA. Specifi-
cally, each paper on DL needed to address at least one of the 
following requirements: (1) DL models, (2) DL terminolo-
gies, and (3) DL frameworks. In this stage, 437 studies that 
met at least one of the following criteria were excluded: (1) 
mentions of traditional machine learning only, (2) lack of 
specificity, (3) conceptual discussions without method appli-
cation, and (4) ambiguity in methodologies. A final dataset 
of 888 DL-ABSA publications from 2016 to 2023, including 
521 journal articles and 367 conference papers, was used for 
data analysis.

Data Analysis

To address the RQs, analyses were performed on 888 DL-
ABSA articles spanning the years 2016 to 2023. These analyses 
covered the following aspects: (1) trends in publications and 
citations, (2) scientific cooperation, (3) major themes and top-
ics, and (4) future avenues, employing bibliometrics, SNA, key-
word/phrase frequency analysis, and topic modeling techniques.

We used metrics such as total citation count, average cita-
tions, H-index, number of publications in the top 10%, num-
ber of publications from single/multiple countries, and the 
percentage of single-country publications to evaluate pub-
lication outlets, fields of study, affiliations, and geographic 
locations in order to address RQ1. The spatial pattern of 
productivity was shown using GeoDa [47].

We used SNA in conjunction with Gephi [48] to answer 
RQ2 by creating a visual representation of scientific col-
laboration across affiliations, nations, and regions. SNA 
quantifies the relationships between things, such as per-
sons, institutions, or nations, by using graphical networks 
to depict the structures that result from these interactions. In 
this architecture, quantifiable interactions are represented by 
edges, while entities are symbolized by nodes. Because of its 
visual clarity and ease of use, SNA is an excellent method 
for communicating the quantitative understanding of scien-
tific collaboration among affiliations or nations.

We used topic modeling to find recurrent themes in 
response to RQ3. To improve the vocabulary, we employed 
the term frequency-inverse document frequencies and a fil-
tering threshold of 0.05. Using the R stm [49] package, we 
used structural topic modeling (STM) to analyze two models 
of 15 and 18 topics from the DL-ABSA dataset, respectively, 
according to coherence and semantic distinctiveness criteria 
(Fig. 2). Following a comprehensive assessment by subject-
matter specialists, who relied on their vast expertise in the 
field, the researchers finally decided on a 15-topic model. 
Considerations such as interpretability, efficacy, external 
validation, and semantic consistency went into making 
this choice. This methodology guaranteed that the model 
retained its interpretative value while generating topics.

The correlations between topics are estimated and vis-
ualized by the topicCorr function in the R huge package 
[50] to plot a graph with nodes and links indicating topics 
and correlations. In this study, the correlation between the 
maximum a posteriori estimates and the document–topic 
proportion distribution was calculated to obtain the mar-
ginal correlation of the variational distribution model. After 
setting the correlation threshold as 0, we used the topicCorr 
function to generate the correlative graph based on force-
directed layout. A positive correlation (> 0) between two 
topics indicates the possibility of discussing them in one 
publication. The shorter the link between two topics, the 
higher the correlation between them. Topics showing nega-
tive correlation (< = 0) are disconnected. Finally, we fol-
lowed [51] to add color ellipses in the correlation graph to 
highlight topic clusters (labeled G1 ~ G4).

To fully understand the important topics in the DL-ABSA 
inquiry, keyword/phrase frequency analysis was further 
included. Specifically, we used statistical analysis to deter-
mine the frequency of important terms or phrases. After 
that, these frequently recurring key terms and phrases were 
retrieved to provide the basis for further investigation into 
the primary approaches and topics in DL-ABSA.

As a reaction to RQ4, the analytical and visual findings 
were carefully reviewed and evaluated, taking into account 
a variety of factors including the most popular topics and 
research philosophies in each DL-ABSA theme. In addi-
tion, thorough analysis and discussion were carried out to 
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elucidate the development of research approaches and topics 
in the DL-ABSA domain.

Results and Analysis

Publication and Citation Trends

As Table  1 shows, from 2016 to 2019, there were 195 
research papers published on DL-ABSA, with a total cita-
tion value of 776 and a mean citation value of 3.98. These 
papers involved 744 authors from 354 affiliations across 249 
countries/regions, averaging 3.82 authors and 1.82 affilia-
tions per paper, and spanning 1.28 countries/regions per 
paper. From 2020 to 2023, the volume of research signifi-
cantly increased, with 693 papers published, accumulating 

a total citation score of 12,245 and a mean citation score of 
17.67. The number of authors also rose to 2812, representing 
1255 affiliations from 878 countries/regions, with a slight 
increase in mean authors per paper to 4.06 and consistent 
mean affiliations per paper of 1.81, maintaining an average 
of 1.27 countries/regions per paper. Overall, from 2016 to 
2023, the total number of papers reached 888, with a cumu-
lative citation value of 13,021 and mean citation value of 
14.66, involving 3556 authors from 1609 affiliations across 
1127 countries/regions, with mean authors and affiliations 
per paper averaging at 4.00 and 1.81, respectively, and a 
mean of 1.27 countries/regions per paper. This suggests a 
significant expansion in both the volume and influence of 
this field’s study across time, accompanied by increasing 
collaboration across institutions and nations.

Over the span of eight years, from 2016 to 2023, research 
on DL-ABSA experienced substantial growth in both the 
number and corresponding citations (Fig. 3). The trend 
shows progressive growth, with a notable surge from 2019 
onwards. In 2019, 118 papers were published, accumulating 
644 citations. By 2023, this had risen to 196 papers and 3927 
citations. Particularly noteworthy is the significant increase 
in citations from 2020 onwards, with 131 papers published 
in 2020 amassing 1398 citations. By 2022, the number of 
papers reached 201, with a staggering 4215 citations. This 
data reflects a robust and escalating interest in DL-ABSA 
research over the years, highlighting its growing importance 
and impact within the academic community.

The increase in the number and impact of DL-ABSA 
studies can be explained by improved abilities in process-
ing and understanding complicated texts, as well as fine-
tuning tasks on small samples due to the availability of 

Fig. 2   Semantic coherence and 
exclusivity values

Table 1   Production analysis

Indicators 2016–2019 2020–2023 2016–2023

Number of papers 195 693 888
Total citation score 776 12,245 13,021
Mean citation score 3.98 17.67 14.66
Total number of authors 744 2812 3556
Mean authors per papers 3.82 4.06 4.00
Total number of affiliations 354 1255 1609
Mean affiliations per papers 1.82 1.81 1.81
Total number of countries/

regions
249 878 1127

Mean countries/regions per 
papers

1.28 1.27 1.27
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advanced neural network models such as convolutional neu-
ral networks (CNNs), LSTM networks, and, more recently, 
pre-trained language models such as bidirectional encoder 
representations from transformers (BERTs) and genera-
tive pre-trained (GPT) models [16, 52, 53]. Furthermore, 
the rapid increase in user-generated content provides rich 
data sources for DL-ABSA to achieve efficient and robust 
model training and benchmarking [54, 55]. In addition, the 
growing need for using DL-ABSA approaches to understand 
customers’ opinions and sentiments toward different aspects 
of products and services for optimized decision-making is 
driving the development of effective DL-ABSA applications 
and systems [13, 21, 56].

We also present a systematic analysis of 25 papers ranked 
among the top 20 lists according to number of total cita-
tions and annual citations [57] to understand the research 
issues, technologies used, and purpose and effectiveness of 
technology used in these studies. The results are shown in 
Table 9 in the Appendix. The use of different embeddings 
(e.g., [58–63]) highlights the importance of initializing 
models with rich semantic representations. While BERT’s 
contextual embeddings show superior performance, tradi-
tional embeddings such as GloVe and Word2Vec still play a 
crucial role in non-BERT models. Also, the deployment of 
advanced architectures such as graph convolutional networks 
(GCNs), LSTMs, and CNNs (e.g., [64–71]) underscores 
the complexity of ABSA tasks. Each architecture addresses 
different aspects of sentence representation, from capturing 
dependencies (e.g., GCNs) to long-term contextual informa-
tion (e.g., LSTMs) and local feature extraction (e.g., CNNs).

Moreover, the emphasis on attention mechanisms (e.g., 
[72–74]) reveals their critical role in ABSA. They allow mod-
els to selectively focus on important parts of the input, thereby 
improving the accuracy of aspect and sentiment classification. 

Furthermore, the consistent use of Adam Optimizer and regu-
larization techniques such as L2 regularization (e.g., [75–80]) 
across various models indicates their importance in achieving 
stable and generalizable performance. In addition, techniques 
such as interactive multi-task learning networks and domain-
specific embeddings (e.g., FastText) (e.g., [81, 82]) highlight 
the benefits of tailoring models to specific domains, which 
can significantly improve task performance. Overall, the tech-
nologies used in the top 25 DL-ABSA studies demonstrate a 
multifaceted approach to tackling the challenges of sentiment 
analysis at the aspect level, from leveraging advanced neural 
architectures to employing sophisticated optimization tech-
niques. The integration of contextual embeddings, attention 
mechanisms, and domain-specific knowledge further under-
scores the importance of a holistic and adaptive approach in 
this field.

Top Publication Sources and Research Areas

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers on DL-ABSA 
reveals a diverse landscape of publication sources and their 
corresponding impact (see Table  2). Most papers were 
released in IEEE Access (61 papers, 6.87% of total publica-
tions) and Knowledge-Based Systems (49 papers, 5.52%), 
followed by Neurocomputing (33 papers, 3.72%). The top 
three journals in publishing DL-ABSA research emphasized 
interdisciplinary topics, including AI and neural networks, 
and are published by reputable publishers (i.e., IEEE and 
Elsevier). These journals have also been identified as active 
sources in previous reviews on AI-related topics (e.g., [83, 
84]). The results corroborate [35], which demonstrates the 
connection between sentiment analysis and AI-powered 
tools. The three journals were also included in the SSCI or 
SCI databases, with 5-year impact factors of 4.1, 8.6, and 

Fig. 3   Annual number of publi-
cations and citations
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6, respectively. As [85] shows, studies published in journals 
with high impact factors are generally of high quality with 
wide influence [86]. Also claimed that researchers may wish 
to publish their results in prestigious conferences or journals 
to have a higher possibility of receiving funding support.

The Association for Computational Linguistics had the high-
est total citation score (1569), mean citation score (87.17), and 
H-index (14), indicating its significant influence in the field. 
However, regarding the number of publications in the top 10% 
by rank, IEEE Access, Knowledge-Based Systems, and AAAI 
Conference on Artificial Intelligence stand out, with propor-
tions of 5.62%, 8.99%, and 7.87%, respectively, showcasing 
their prominence in impactful research dissemination. Overall, 
this analysis underscores the importance of considering both 
the quantity and quality of publications in understanding the 
scholarly contributions within the domain of DL-ABSA.

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers focusing 
on DL-ABSA reveals the distribution of publications across 
various sources over different time periods (see Fig. 4). 
From 2016 to 2019, there was a relatively lower volume of 
research, with notable contributions from journals such as 
IEEE Access and The Association for Computational Lin-
guistics. From 2020 to 2023, there was a substantial increase 
in research output, with conferences and journals such as 
the AAAI Conference on Artificial Intelligence, The Asso-
ciation for Computational Linguistics, the Conference on 
Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing, and 
Knowledge-Based Systems exhibiting significant growth 
in the number of papers published. Notably, Applied Intel-
ligence and IEEE Access also saw a considerable rise in 
contributions during this later period. Overall, this analysis 
highlights the evolution of research efforts in DL-ABSA, 

Table 2   Publication sources by 
production

P and PP number and proportion of publications, TCS total citations, MCS mean citations, H H-index, P1 
and PP1 number and proportion of publications in top 10% rank

Publication sources P PP TCS MCS H P1 PP1

IEEE Access 61 6.87% 895 14.67 16 5 5.62%
Knowledge-Based Systems 49 5.52% 1101 22.47 19 8 8.99%
Neurocomputing 33 3.72% 519 15.73 14 3 3.37%
International Joint Conference on Neural Networks 26 2.93% 50 1.92 3 0 0.00%
Applied Intelligence 24 2.70% 267 11.13 8 1 1.12%
Applied Sciences-Basel 19 2.14% 137 7.21 4 1 1.12%
AAAI Conference on Artificial Intelligence 18 2.03% 893 49.61 12 7 7.87%
The Association for Computational Linguistics 18 2.03% 1569 87.17 14 13 14.61%
Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Lan-

guage Processing
18 2.03% 731 40.61 13 6 6.74%

Journal of Intelligent and Fuzzy Systems 14 1.58% 107 7.64 3 1 1.12%
Journal of Supercomputing 14 1.58% 37 2.64 4 0 0.00%

Fig. 4   Top publication sources
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with a notable surge in publications from 2020 onwards 
across various publication sources.

Top Institutions and Countries/Regions

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers on DL-ABSA 
reveals the dominant contributions from institutions come 
primarily from China (see Table 3), with the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences leading with 33 publications, comprising 
3.72% of the total. Chinese institutions, including South 
China Normal University and Wuhan University, exhibit 
high rates of collaboration, with a significant proportion of 
publications coming from multiple institutions, indicating 
strong research networks within China. Notably, Nanyang 
Technological University also emerges as a prominent con-
tributor, ranking fourth in terms of the number of publica-
tions, but securing the highest total and mean citation values, 
reflecting its impactful research output. Overall, this analysis 
underscores the substantial presence of Chinese institutions 
in DL-ABSA research, along with notable contributions 
from selected international institutions such as Nanyang 
Technological University.

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers on DL-
ABSA indicates a diverse spectrum of institutional con-
tributions across two distinct time periods (see Fig.  5). 
Notably, Chinese institutions feature prominently in both 
sets, with the Chinese Academy of Sciences leading with 
24 papers published from 2020 to 2023, followed closely 
by Wuhan University and South China Normal University, 
each with 21 and 22 papers, respectively. Nanyang Techno-
logical University emerges as a significant contributor with 
13 papers during the same period. Furthermore, institutions 
such as East China Normal University, Fudan University, 
and Shandong Jiaotong University demonstrate consider-
able growth in research output from 2016 to 2019 to 2020 

to 2023, underscoring the evolving landscape of collabo-
rative research efforts in this field. Overall, these findings 
highlight the active engagement of various institutions in 
advancing knowledge and understanding within the realm 
of DL-ABSA.

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers on DL-
ABSA demonstrates global engagement, with China leading 
in both the number of publications and total citation score 
(see Table 4). Chinese institutions contributed significantly 
with 562 papers, accounting for 63.29% of the total publi-
cations and amassing a total citation score of 8136. USA, 
India, and Singapore also made substantial contributions, 
with notable collaborations between multiple countries/
regions, particularly evident in Singapore, with 70.73% of 
its publications being collaborative. Furthermore, countries 
such as the UK, Australia, and Germany also demonstrated 
significant involvement in research efforts. This analysis 
underscores widespread interest and collaboration across 
various countries/regions in advancing the understand-
ing and application of DL-ABSA, highlighting its global 
importance in academic research. Figure 6 illustrates the 
geographical distribution of published documents by coun-
try/region, using graduated colors to indicate the number of 
published documents; darker colors indicate a larger number 
of published documents. It reveals that China exhibits the 
highest engagement in DL-ABSA research.

The statistical analysis of 888 research papers on DL-
ABSA highlights a significant surge in research activity, 
particularly from 2020 to 2023 (see Fig. 7). China emerges 
as the predominant contributor with 562 papers, indicat-
ing a substantial focus on this topic. India follows with 72 
papers, demonstrating a notable increase compared to ear-
lier years. The USA, though still actively engaged, shows a 
more modest growth trajectory with 65 papers. Other coun-
tries such as Singapore, the UK, and Australia also show 

Table 3   Productive institutions

The same as Table 2 except for three indicators (SIP single institution publications, MIP multiple institutions publications, PMIP percentage of 
multiple institutions publications)

Institutions P PP SIP MIP PMIP TCS MCS H P1 PP1

Chinese Academy of Sciences 33 3.72% 2 31 93.94% 305 9.24 11 2 2.25%
South China Normal University 24 2.70% 12 12 50.00% 216 9.00 6 2 2.25%
Wuhan University 24 2.70% 12 12 50.00% 361 15.04 6 3 3.37%
Nanyang Technological University 23 2.59% 6 17 73.91% 1181 51.35 14 8 8.99%
University of Chinese Academy of Sciences 22 2.48% 1 21 95.45% 187 8.50 7 2 2.25%
Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications 21 2.36% 7 14 66.67% 171 8.14 8 1 1.12%
Harbin Institute of Technology 21 2.36% 3 18 85.71% 446 21.24 7 5 5.62%
Shandong Jiaotong University 17 1.91% 4 13 76.47% 159 9.35 8 0 0.00%
Shandong Normal University 17 1.91% 4 13 76.47% 133 7.82 8 0 0.00%
East China Normal University 15 1.69% 2 13 86.67% 190 12.67 6 1 1.12%
Fudan University 15 1.69% 7 8 53.33% 494 32.93 9 3 3.37%
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varying levels of engagement, reflecting a global interest 
in advancing DL-ABSA. Overall, the data suggest a robust 
and diversified research landscape, with contributions from 
various countries driving advancements in this field.

The differences in research outputs between various 
countries and institutions can be attributed to research 
capabilities, funding, or policies that promote AI research 
[87]. For instance, the Chinese government has invested 
substantial funds in AI-related scientific activities as an 
important component of its strategic initiatives, such as the 
Next Generation Artificial Intelligence Development Plan 
(NGAIDP) launched on July 28, 2017. The goal of this 
plan is to improve the competitive advantages of national 
AI development and accomplish high levels of techno-
logical autonomy [88]. Furthermore, public policies have 

attached increasing importance to the intelligent develop-
ment of various economic and social sectors through the 
promotion of next-generation AI promotion. Government 
support has encouraged large-scale NLP- and AI-related 
research projects such as DL-ABSA to be conducted in 
various Chinese institutions, for example, the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Wuhan University, and South China 
Normal University.

Collaboration Analysis

Seven countries/regions are shown in Fig. 8, with coop-
eration frequencies ranging from 11 to 32. Three of these 
are found in Asia. Remarkably, the most robust coopera-
tion was noted in 32 articles between the USA and China. 

Fig. 5   Top institutions

Table 4   Most productive 
countries/regions

The same as Table 2 except for four indicators (C/R countries/regions, SCP single country/region publica-
tions, MCP multiple countries/regions publications, PMCP percentage of multiple countries/regions publi-
cations)

C/R P PP SCP MCP PMCP TCS MCS H P1 PP1

China 562 63.29% 431 131 23.31% 8136 14.48 45 60 67.42%
India 72 8.11% 56 16 22.22% 646 8.97 12 4 4.49%
USA 65 7.32% 20 45 69.23% 2082 32.03 21 18 20.22%
Singapore 41 4.62% 12 29 70.73% 1959 47.78 19 14 15.73%
UK 28 3.15% 7 21 75.00% 712 25.43 12 6 6.74%
Australia 25 2.82% 2 23 92.00% 176 7.04 5 1 1.12%
South Korea 22 2.48% 11 11 50.00% 274 12.45 8 2 2.25%
Vietnam 21 2.36% 14 7 33.33% 221 10.52 7 2 2.25%
Germany 18 2.03% 9 9 50.00% 245 13.61 8 3 3.37%
Netherlands 18 2.03% 11 7 38.89% 142 7.89 4 2 2.25%
Pakistan 18 2.03% 5 13 72.22% 173 9.61 7 1 1.12%
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Subsequently, there were partnerships between China and 
the UK (18), Australia (18), Singapore (17), Canada (11), 
and Hong Kong (11). A total of 10 countries/regions are 
represented in Fig. 9, where partnership frequencies range 
from five to seven. Three are from Europe and seven are 
from Asia. These three collaborative clusters, including 
(1) India and Singapore, (2) the Netherlands and Romania, 

and (3) Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, China, Japan, 
and Germany, showcase how closely they collaborate. 
Figure 10 presents collaborations between 15 countries/
regions with three to four cooperating frequencies. Five 
collaborative clusters demonstrate the strong collaborative 
relationships that these 15 countries/regions maintain: (1) 
Singapore and the UK; (2) Saudi Arabia and Egypt; (3) 

Fig. 6   Geographic distribution

Fig. 7   Top countries/regions
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South Korea and Pakistan; (4) the Czech Republic, the 
USA, and India; and (5) Vietnam, Japan, Spain, China, 
Italy, and Macau.

Institutional partnerships are shown in Figs. 11, 12, and 
13, with cooperation frequencies ranging from 4 to 21. 
Four universities’ partnerships are shown in Fig. 11, with 
a range of collaborative frequencies from 12 to 21. China 
is home to all four of these institutions. Two collaborative 
clusters, including (1) the University of Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Sciences and 
(2) Shandong Jiaotong University and Shandong Normal 
University, showcase their strong collaboration. Seven 

university partnerships are shown in Fig. 12, with a range 
of five to six cooperation frequencies. Three collabora-
tive clusters demonstrate how closely they collaborate: (1) 
Erasmus University and Bucharest University of Economic 
Studies; (2) University of Warwick, Peng Cheng Lab, and 
Harbin Institute of Technology; and (3) Ryerson Univer-
sity and East China Normal University. Six collaborative 
networks with a collaboration frequency of four, created 
by 15 universities, are depicted in Fig. 13. Numerous col-
laborative partners, including (1) Beijing Municipal Com-
mission of Education and Beijing Jiaotong University; (2) 
Vietnam National University, Ton Duc Thang University, 
and Electric Power University; (3) East China Normal Uni-
versity and Fudan University; and (4) Ryerson University 
and York University, demonstrate the substantial coop-
eration within these seven collaborative networks among 
organizations from the same nation or area.

The collaborative network visualization shows China’s 
leadership and involvement in collaborating with different 
countries. According to [89], scientific collaborations, by 
allowing the sharing of knowledge, experience, technolo-
gies, and resources, are regarded as important channels to 
achieve research visibility and high-quality achievements, 
as witnessed by the performance of China in the field of 
DL-ABSA research. The high level of collaboration found 
in this study can be explained by the interdisciplinary 
nature of DL-ABSA research [90]. Specifically, in addition 
to relying primarily on computer science and AI, research 
on DL-ABSA has benefited from other fields such as psy-
chology, linguistics, neuroscience, and cognitive science 
[17]. As a result, the study of DL-ABSA is increasingly 
multidisciplinary. As [91] suggests, the study of complex 
and multidisciplinary issues brings together researchers 
from various regions and areas. However, aligning with 
prior reviews (e.g., [43, 57, 87]), our results show high lev-
els of collaboration in DL-ABSA studies within national 
borders due mainly to geographic proximity and ease of 
communication [92].

Frequently Used Words/Phrases

Table 5 shows the 50 most commonly occurring words. At 
the top of the list, “opinion,” which has been used in 223 
articles, is the most often occurring word (25.11%). “Aspect-
level” (22.75%), “term” (22.41%), “extraction” (21.51%), 
“graph” (17.79%), “dependency” (17.45%), “convolutional” 
(16.78%), “language” (15.77%), and “target” (15.54%) are 
other important terms. This study also included the non-
parametric MK test results with annual term frequency data. 
The majority of the terms on the list, including “syntactic,” 
“dependency,” “opinion,” “term,” “extraction,” “graph,” and 
“convolutional,” showed statistically significant increases in 
frequency.

Fig. 8   Regional collaborations where the frequency ranges from 11 to 
32

Fig. 9   Regional collaborations where the frequency ranges from five 
to seven
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Table 6 highlights commonly used phrases. Of these, 
“sentiment polarity” is the most frequently chosen phrase, 
appearing in 161 articles. Other frequently used terms 
include “neural network” (153 articles), “aspect term” (94 
articles), “convolutional network” (92 articles), “attention 
mechanism” (91 articles), and “deep learning” (74 articles). 
The trend test revealed that many phrases showed notable 
variations in frequency: “sentiment polarity,” “aspect term,” 
“convolutional network,” and “dependency tree.”

The trends in the frequency of terms and phrases observed 
in the DL-ABSA studies are driven by advances in DL tech-
nologies, improvements in data processing, increased inter-
est in fine-grained sentiment analysis, and the growing need 
for the application of DL-ABSA in real-world scenarios. For 
example, the increased frequencies of “convolutional” and 
“convolutional network” reflect the increasing application 
of CNNs and other neural network models to capture local 
features in textual data to improve accuracy in identifying 

aspect-specific emotions [56]. Similarly, the rise in the fre-
quency of “attention mechanism” is driven by the interest 
in exploiting attention mechanisms and transformer models 
such as BERT and GPT to improve the ABSA models’ abili-
ties to focus on relevant parts of texts [93, 94]. In addition, 
terms such as “dependency,” “syntactic,” and “dependency 
tree” appear with increasing frequency due to the increas-
ing emphasis on the use of syntax and dependency parsing 
to understand sentence structure to improve the extraction 

Fig. 10   Regional collaborations 
where the frequency ranges 
from three to four

Fig. 11   Institutional collaborations where the frequency ranges from 
12 to 21

Fig. 12   Institutional collaborations where the frequency ranges from 
five to six
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Fig. 13   Institutional collabora-
tions where the frequency is 
four

Table 5   Frequently used words

Similar to Table  4. Ascending (descending) trend but not statistically significant (p > 0.05); statistically 
growing (decreasing) for ↑↑(↓↓), ↑↑↑(↓↓↓), and ↑↑↑↑(↓↓↓↓) (p < 0.05, p < 0.01, and p < 0.001, respec-
tively). S: MK test statistics

Terms P PP MK test Terms P PP MK test

p S trend p S trend

Opinion 223 25.11% 0.0044 24 ↑↑↑ Embedding 78 8.67% 0.0416 17 ↑↑
Aspect-level 202 22.75% 0.0461 17 ↑↑ Online 78 8.56% 0.0170 20 ↑↑
Term 199 22.41% 0.0020 26 ↑↑↑ Label 77 8.45% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑
Extraction 191 21.51% 0.0044 24 ↑↑↑ Training 77 8.11% 0.0020 26 ↑↑↑
Graph 158 17.79% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Interaction 76 7.77% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑
Dependency 155 17.45% 0.0008 28 ↑↑↑↑ Score 75 7.43% 0.0187 20 ↑↑
Convolutional 149 16.78% 0.0012 27 ↑↑↑ Prediction 72 7.32% 0.0017 26 ↑↑↑
Language 140 15.77% 0.0461 17 ↑↑ Improvement 69 7.32% 0.0044 24 ↑↑↑
Target 138 15.54% 0.1346 13 ↑ Vector 66 7.32% 0.0635 16 ↑
Knowledge 119 13.40% 0.0053 23 ↑↑↑ Category 65 7.21% 0.0248 19 ↑↑
Syntactic 116 13.06% 0.0012 27 ↑↑↑ Sequence 65 7.21% 0.0170 20 ↑↑
Framework 113 12.73% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Technique 65 7.09% 0.0170 20 ↑↑
Enhance 111 12.50% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Contextual 64 7.09% 0.0291 18 ↑↑
Domain 109 12.27% 0.0094 22 ↑↑↑ Train 64 6.87% 0.0327 18 ↑↑
Level 105 11.82% 0.1346 13 ↑ Detection 63 6.87% 0.0061 23 ↑↑↑
Structure 97 10.92% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Set 63 6.87% 0.0248 19 ↑↑
User 94 10.59% 0.0127 21 ↑↑ Pre-trained 61 6.87% 0.0070 22 ↑↑↑
Absa 93 10.47% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Significantly 61 6.87% 0.0031 24 ↑↑↑
Bert 90 10.14% 0.0109 21 ↑↑ Subtask 61 6.76% 0.0039 24 ↑↑↑
Memory 85 9.57% 0.3688 8 ↑ Tree 61 6.76% 0.0012 27 ↑↑↑
Product 85 9.57% 0.0039 24 ↑↑↑ Twitter 61 6.64% 0.0083 22 ↑↑↑
Relation 84 9.46% 0.0094 22 ↑↑↑ Mining 60 6.42% 0.1024 14 ↑
Social 84 9.46% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Service 60 8.67% 0.0061 23 ↑↑↑
System 82 9.23% 0.0355 18 ↑↑ Embed 59 8.56% 0.2581 10 ↑
Layer 79 8.90% 0.0028 25 ↑↑↑ Global 57 8.45% 0.0327 18 ↑↑
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accuracy of terms and their associated emotions [21, 95]. 
Similarly, the use of graph-based methods to represent 
dependencies and relationships between words has gained 
attention, as witnessed by the term “graph,” to capture com-
plex dependencies and improve ABSA performance [96, 97].

Topic and Trend Analysis

Figure 14 shows the results of the topic modeling, including 
article proportions and suggested labels. The top four topics 
with the most frequency included “syntax and structure anal-
ysis for sentiment analysis” (9.30%), “neural networks for 
sequence modeling and sentiment analysis” (8.62%), “spe-
cific aspects and modalities in sentiment analysis” (8.20%), 
and “ABSA for multi-task learning” (8.18%).

Topics related to grammar and structure, neural net-
works, specific aspects, and multi-task learning highlight 
the importance of applying both basic and advanced tech-
nologies to improve ABSA performance. Specifically, the 
use of dependency resolution, syntax trees, and other struc-
tural analysis methods is helpful for understanding the syn-
tactic and structural aspects of language and capturing the 
relationships between words and their contextual meanings 
[98, 99], thus improving accuracy in extracting aspects and 
their associated emotions [100]. Second, neural networks 
such as RNNs, LSTMs, and transformers are regarded as 
important in text sequence data modeling due to their abili-
ties to capture remote dependencies and contextual infor-
mation in ABSA [101]. Furthermore, the combination of 
specific aspects (e.g., product features) and patterns (e.g., 
text, images, or multimodal data) allows for detailed and 
nuanced analysis of emotions, especially in real-world appli-
cations with different aspects or types of data [102, 103]. In 
addition, multi-task learning, which involves simultaneous 
model training on multiple relevant tasks, has been increas-
ingly exploited to improve ABSA performance by leveraging 
shared information across tasks, such as aspect extraction 
and sentiment classification [104].

The trend analysis for the 15 topics is shown in Fig. 15, 
which displays the 15 topics’ respective dynamic preva-
lence over time throughout the whole dataset. For example, 
topics such as “syntax and structure analysis for sentiment 
analysis,” “categorization and identification for ABSA,” 

Table 6   Frequently used phrases

Phrases P PP MK test

p S trend

Sentiment polarity 161 18.13% 0.00277 25 ↑↑↑
Neural network 153 13.46% 0.1346 13 ↑
Aspect term 94 10.59% 0.009375 22 ↑↑↑
Convolutional network 92 10.36% 0.001189 27 ↑↑↑
Attention mechanism 91 10.25% 0.04606 17 ↑↑
Deep learning 74 8.33% 0.0113 21 ↑↑
Semantic information 44 4.95% 0.008321 22 ↑↑↑
Sentiment classification 65 7.32% 0.07619 15 ↑
Natural language processing 41 4.62% 0.05945 16 ↑
Aspect term extraction 40 4.50% 0.001681 26 ↑↑↑
Aspect category 33 3.72% 0.0809 15 ↑
Aspect word 33 3.72% 0.01471 20 ↑
Syntactic information 32 3.60% 0.00962 21 ↑↑↑
Aspect extraction 31 3.49% 0.1669 12 ↑
Dependency tree 31 3.49% 0.003851 24 ↑↑↑
Opinion word 30 3.38% 0.01265 21 ↑↑
Context word 28 3.15% 0.05945 16 ↑
Online review 28 3.15% 0.03267 18 ↑↑
Opinion mining 28 3.15% 0.1669 12 ↑
Social medium 26 2.93% 0.008321 22 ↑↑↑
Syntactic structure 23 2.59% 0.01342 19 ↑↑
Multiple aspect 19 2.14% 0.1285 13 ↑
Neural model 19 2.14% 0.1024 14 ↑
Short-term memory 19 2.14% 0.02907 18 ↑↑
Aspect information 18 2.03% 1 1 ↑
Opinion term 18 2.03% 0.09511 14 ↑
Pre-trained language model 17 1.91% 0.05447 15 ↑
User review 16 1.80% 0.0113 21 ↑↑
Aspect category detection 15 1.69% 0.00962 21 ↑↑↑
Opinion target 15 1.69% 0.6124 5 ↑
Restaurant datasets 15 1.69% 0.7957 3 ↑
Twitter datasets 15 1.69% 0.03833 17 ↑↑
External knowledge 14 1.58% 0.00583 22 ↑↑↑
Sentiment word 14 1.58% 0.05413 16 ↑
Syntactic dependency 14 1.58% 0.00734 21 ↑↑↑
Dependency relation 13 1.46% 0.02907 18 ↑↑
Graph attention network 13 1.46% 0.0044 23 ↑↑↑
Multi-head attention 24 2.70% 0.02393 18 ↑↑
Semantic relationship 13 1.46% 0.05413 16 ↑
Semantic representation 13 1.46% 0.04888 16 ↑↑
Adversarial training 12 1.35% 0.01584 19 ↑↑
Local context 12 1.35% 0.0126 20 ↑↑
Multi-task learning 12 1.35% 0.05413 16 ↑
Social network 12 1.35% 0.02907 18 ↑↑
Aspect representation 11 1.24% 0.08783 14 ↑
Contextual word 11 1.24% 0.197 10 ↑
Dependency graph 11 1.24% 0.03199 17 ↑↑
Semantic feature 11 1.24% 0.08219 13 ↑

Table 6   (continued)

Phrases P PP MK test

p S trend

Sentiment feature 11 1.24% 0.2836 9 ↑
Short-term memory network 11 1.24% 1  − 1 ↓

Similar to Table 5
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“domain adaptation for sentiment analysis,” “network and 
connectivity approaches for ABSA,” and “ABSA in phar-
macovigilance” have shown a constant increase over the 
studied period. Other topics, such as “sentiment analysis for 
domain-specific applications” and “target-oriented aspect-
based opinion mining and extraction,” have shown a constant 
decrease over the studied period. Topics such as “specific 
aspects and modalities in sentiment analysis” and “align-
ment and multilingual analysis in social media application” 
have shown a decrease in the last 3 years.

The evolution of research topics shows the ongoing inno-
vation and expanding application of DL-ABSA in various 
domains. Specifically, the need for more accurate and sophis-
ticated models to understand language structure has ensured 
constant attention has been paid to syntax and structure anal-
ysis in DL-ABSA research [105]. Second, as foundational 
tasks in ABSA, categorizing and identifying aspects and sen-
timents have been improved in terms of accuracy alongside 
the advances in DL technologies [9, 106]. Third, the increased 
research interest in domain adaptation for ABSA is attributed 
to the need for transferring models across various domains 
(e.g., from product reviews to restaurant reviews) without 
decreasing model performance [107–109]. Furthermore, atten-
tion has also been paid to exploring graph neural networks to 
represent and utilize connectivity in textual data by leveraging 
the relationships between entities and words [110]. In addition, 
the growing interest in monitoring and analyzing drug safety 
and adverse effects has driven ongoing research in applying 
DL-ABSA models in pharmacovigilance [111].

The interrelations among the 15 topics revealed the pres-
ence of four separate groupings (Fig. 16). Group 1 (G1) 
encompassed “attribute and preference analysis for senti-
ment analysis and recommendations” and “feedback and 
evaluation metrics for ABSA.” Group 2 (G2) included three 
topics: “ABSA for multi-task learning,” “capsule networks 
and triplet extraction for ABSA,” and “target-oriented 
aspect-based opinion mining and extraction.” Group 3 (G3) 
included two topics: “neural networks for sequence mod-
eling and sentiment analysis” and “specific aspects and 
modalities in sentiment analysis.” Group 4 (G4) comprised 
two topics: “syntax and structure analysis for sentiment anal-
ysis” and “network and connectivity approaches for ABSA.”

The interrelations among topics show how different 
research areas interact with each other. Specifically, topics 
in G1 highlight the increasing need for understanding user 
preferences based on user feedback analysis and evaluating 
the effectiveness of ABSA systems [112, 113]. Second, 
topics in G2 show an increasing focus on the application 
of cutting-edge methods such as multi-task learning and 
capsule networks in target-oriented mining for precise 
ABSA [13, 114]. Furthermore, G3 suggests a rise in the 
use of neural networks for modeling sequences and focus-
ing on specific aspects or modalities for capturing detailed 
and contextual sentimental information [115]. In addition, 
topics in G4 demonstrate an increased trend in capturing 
dependencies and connections to understanding the struc-
tural relationships within textual data to improve sentiment 
and aspect extraction [21].

Fig. 14   Topic proportions and 
labels
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Research Hotspots and Trends

“Frequently Used Words/Phrases” and “Topic and Trend 
Analysis” have revealed that research methodologies and 
issues within DL-ABSA demonstrate continuous evolu-
tion. Research on DL-ABSA has experienced a notable 
surge in activity, with several distinct hotspots and trends 
emerging from the analysis of scholarly literature.

Topics with High Frequency

First, “syntax and structure analysis for sentiment analy-
sis” has emerged as a prominent hotspot, capturing 9.30% 
of the research focus, reflecting the recognition of the 
pivotal role played by syntactic and structural features in 

capturing nuanced sentiment expressions [116]. By lev-
eraging syntactic information, researchers can enhance 
the depth and granularity of sentiment analysis, allow-
ing for more accurate identification and interpretation of 
sentiment-bearing elements within textual data [117]. The 
focus on syntax underscores a strategic effort to harness 
linguistic insights and computational methods to overcome 
challenges related to ambiguity and context dependency 
inherent in sentiment analysis tasks [118].

Second, “neural networks for sequence modeling and senti-
ment analysis” has garnered significant attention, representing 
8.62% of the research focus. This underscores the growing 
reliance on DL techniques to model sequential data and extract 
meaningful patterns from textual contexts. Neural networks 
offer unparalleled capabilities in learning complex represen-
tations, enabling ABSA models to discern subtle sentiment 

Fig. 15   Trends of the 15 topics
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nuances across diverse domains and textual modalities [119]. 
The widespread adoption of neural architectures reflects their 
scalability, adaptability, and effectiveness in capturing con-
textual dependencies [12], thereby driving advancements 
in ABSA research and facilitating the development of more 
robust and versatile sentiment analysis solutions.

Third, the exploration of “specific aspects and modali-
ties in sentiment analysis” has emerged as a critical hot-
spot, comprising 8.20% of the research focus, reflecting 
the emphasis on the identification and analysis of specific 
attributes, domains, or modalities that influence sentiment 
orientations [120]. By dissecting sentiment at a finer granu-
larity, researchers can uncover domain-specific patterns, lin-
guistic markers, and contextual nuances, enabling targeted 
and contextually informed ABSA solutions. The emphasis 
on specificity underscores a maturing understanding of sen-
timent dynamics and the need for tailored approaches to 
accommodate diverse application scenarios and user pref-
erences [121].

Fourth, “ABSA for multi-task learning” has emerged 
as a notable trend, capturing 8.18% of the research focus. 
This signifies a strategic shift toward more holistic and 
integrated ABSA frameworks capable of addressing mul-
tiple related tasks simultaneously [122, 123]. Multi-task 
learning approaches offer synergistic benefits, including 
improved generalization, enhanced model robustness, and 
efficient knowledge transfer across tasks [124]. The grow-
ing interest in multi-task learning demonstrates a concerted 

effort to develop comprehensive ABSA solutions capable 
of capturing the multifaceted nature of sentiment analysis 
tasks and accommodating the diverse needs of real-world 
applications [125].

Topics Receiving Increasing Attention

The trend analysis of topics in DL-ABSA reveals several 
persistent hotspots and emerging trends that are shaping 
the landscape of research in this field. Notably, topics 
such as “categorization and identification for ABSA,” 
“domain adaptation for sentiment analysis,” “network 
and connectivity approaches for ABSA,” and “ABSA in 
pharmacovigilance” have shown a constant increase in 
prevalence over the studied period, indicating their sig-
nificance as research hotspots.

First, the consistent rise in attention toward “categoriza-
tion and identification for ABSA” underscores the ongo-
ing efforts to develop robust methodologies for accurately 
categorizing and identifying sentiment-bearing aspects 
within textual data [126]. As ABSA becomes increasingly 
integral to applications such as recommendation systems, 
market analysis, and social media monitoring, the need for 
effective categorization and identification techniques has 
intensified [127]. DL approaches offer promising solutions 
by leveraging rich representations and contextual informa-
tion to discern subtle sentiment nuances across diverse 
domains and textual modalities.

Fig. 16   Topic correlation visu-
alization
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Second, “domain adaptation for sentiment analysis” 
has become a well-known hotspot, reflecting the growing 
recognition of the difficulties brought about by domain 
shifts in ABSA tasks. With sentiment expression vary-
ing significantly across different domains and contexts, 
domain adaptation methods are essential for improving the 
generalization and robustness of ABSA models [13]. By 
leveraging transfer learning and domain-specific knowl-
edge, researchers aim to develop adaptive ABSA solutions 
capable of effectively handling domain shifts and accom-
modating the diverse needs of real-world applications 
[128, 129].

Furthermore, the increasing emphasis on “network and 
connectivity approaches for ABSA” signifies a strategic 
focus on leveraging network science principles and graph-
based representations to capture complex relationships and 
dependencies among sentiment-bearing elements [58]. By 
modeling the interconnectedness of aspects, sentiments, 
and contextual information, network-based approaches offer 
insights into the underlying structures and dynamics of sen-
timent analysis tasks, enabling more accurate and interpret-
able ABSA solutions [130].

Lastly, the growing interest in “ABSA in pharmacovigi-
lance” highlights the critical role of sentiment analysis in 
pharmacovigilance efforts aimed at monitoring adverse 
drug reactions and ensuring public health safety [131]. 
The amount of textual data relevant to pharmacovigilance 
has increased due to the growth of social media platforms, 
Internet forums, and healthcare databases, necessitating 
advanced ABSA techniques for efficient and timely detec-
tion of adverse events [125, 132]. Utilizing DL techniques in 
pharmacovigilance enables automated analysis of large-scale 
textual data, facilitating early detection and intervention in 
adverse drug events, thereby enhancing patient safety and 
regulatory compliance [133].

Groups Among Topics

The identification of distinct groupings among topics in DL-
ABSA sheds light on key research hotspots and emerging 
trends in the field. First, G1, encompassing “attribute and 
preference analysis for sentiment analysis and recommenda-
tions” alongside “feedback and evaluation metrics for ABSA,” 
underscores the importance of fine-grained attribute analysis 
and robust evaluation methodologies in ABSA research. This 
group reflects the ongoing efforts to develop more sophisti-
cated ABSA models capable of capturing nuanced aspects 
of sentiment expression and providing actionable insights for 
recommendation systems [134]. The emphasis on attribute 
analysis and evaluation metrics highlights a strategic focus on 
improving the interpretability, accuracy, and utility of ABSA 
solutions, thereby addressing critical challenges in real-world 
deployment scenarios [135, 136].

Second, G2, comprising “ABSA for multi-task learning,” 
“capsule networks and triplet extraction for ABSA,” and 
“target-oriented aspect-based opinion mining and extrac-
tion,” represents a convergence of innovative methodolo-
gies aimed at advancing ABSA. The inclusion of multi-task 
learning underscores a growing interest in holistic ABSA 
frameworks capable of simultaneously addressing multiple 
related tasks, enhancing model efficiency, and generaliza-
tion [36]. Additionally, the integration of capsule networks 
and triplet extraction techniques reflects a shift toward more 
specialized and context-aware ABSA models capable of cap-
turing complex relationships and dependencies among sen-
timent-bearing elements [13]. The focus on target-oriented 
aspect-based opinion mining underscores the importance of 
contextually informed sentiment analysis, tailored to specific 
domains or user preferences, thus driving advancements in 
personalized recommendation systems and opinion summa-
rization [137].

G3, consisting of “neural networks for sequence modeling 
and sentiment analysis” and “specific aspects and modalities 
in sentiment analysis,” highlights the foundational role of 
DL techniques in ABSA research and the ongoing explo-
ration of domain-specific sentiment dynamics [138]. The 
utilization of neural networks for sequence modeling under-
scores their efficacy in capturing temporal dependencies and 
contextual nuances in textual data, facilitating more accu-
rate sentiment analysis outcomes across diverse domains. 
Furthermore, the emphasis on specific aspects and modali-
ties reflects a nuanced approach toward sentiment analysis, 
aimed at identifying and analyzing domain-specific patterns, 
linguistic markers, and contextual nuances that influence 
sentiment orientations, thereby addressing the diverse needs 
of real-world ABSA applications [139, 140].

G4, comprising “syntax and structure analysis for senti-
ment analysis” and “network and connectivity approaches 
for ABSA,” highlights the intersection of linguistic insights 
and computational methodologies in ABSA research [141]. 
The focus on syntax and structural analysis underscores 
the importance of linguistic features in capturing nuanced 
sentiment expressions, enhancing the interpretability and 
accuracy of ABSA models [142]. Similarly, the exploration 
of network and connectivity approaches reflects efforts to 
leverage network science principles and graph-based repre-
sentations for capturing complex relationships and depend-
encies among sentiment-bearing elements, thereby advanc-
ing ABSA [143].

In summary, the identified hotspots and trends in DL-
ABSA reflect research priorities aimed at addressing key 
challenges, advancing state-of-the-art methodologies, and 
fostering the creation of effective and adaptable sentiment 
analysis solutions tailored to diverse application domains. 
These hotspots underscore the interdisciplinary nature of 
ABSA research, bridging linguistic insights, computational 
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methods, and domain-specific knowledge to propel the field 
forward and address the evolving needs of sentiment analysis 
in various domains. By addressing these hotspots through 
innovative methodologies and interdisciplinary collabora-
tions, researchers can drive advancements in DL-ABSA 
research, leading to the creation of accurate, adaptable, and 
contextually aware sentiment analysis solutions tailored to 
diverse application domains and user preferences.

Conclusion and Implications

Conclusion

The comprehensive bibliometric and topic modeling analysis 
conducted on DL-ABSA research revealed several key insights 
and trends. First, there has been a significant increase in both 
the volume and impact of research in this field, with a signifi-
cant increase in citations and publications starting in 2020. This 
underscores the growing importance and impact of DL-ABSA 
research within the academic community.

Second, the analysis identified prominent publication 
sources, research areas, institutions, and countries/regions 
contributing to DL-ABSA research. Journals such as IEEE 
Access and conferences such as the AAAI Conference on 
Artificial Intelligence emerged as significant publication 
venues, while institutions from China, particularly the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, demonstrated a substantial 
presence in DL-ABSA research. Additionally, collabora-
tive efforts between countries/regions, particularly between 
the USA and China, were observed, highlighting the global 
engagement and cooperation in advancing DL-ABSA 
research.

Third, the analysis of major themes and topics in DL-
ABSA research revealed key areas of focus, such as syntax 
and structure analysis, neural networks for sequence mod-
eling, and specific aspects and modalities in sentiment analy-
sis. These topics reflect the diverse research landscape and 
the ongoing exploration of innovative methodologies and 
approaches to enhance DL-ABSA techniques.

Finally, the identification of distinct groupings among 
DL-ABSA topics provided valuable insights into the inter-
relations and thematic clusters within the field. These group-
ings, such as attribute and preference analysis, multi-task 
learning, and network and connectivity approaches, offer 
guidance for researchers to explore interdisciplinary col-
laborations and advance DL-ABSA research in strategic 
directions.

In conclusion, this research provides an extensive sum-
mary of the publication trends, collaborative networks, 
thematic clusters, and emerging directions in DL-ABSA 
research. By leveraging these insights, researchers can 

identify research gaps, foster collaborations, and drive 
advancements in DL-ABSA methodologies, ultimately con-
tributing to developing accurate, interpretable, and contex-
tually aware sentiment analysis solutions tailored to diverse 
application domains.

However, this study has its limitations. First, it only used 
the WoS database. Although the WoS is popularly used in 
literature reviews, there might still be DL-ABSA publica-
tions that were not included in our analysis. Future work 
might consider including data from more databases. Sec-
ond, this study did not analyze specific elements of a pub-
lication, such as what systematic reviews do. Future work 
could exploit ways to effectively integrate the advantages of 
text mining and systematic analysis to promote an in-depth 
understanding of specific aspects of DL-ABSA literature.

Implications for Practice and Prospective Avenues 
in ABSA Research

The evolving landscape of DL-ABSA research unveils 
multifaceted implications for both practice and prospective 
avenues. The prominence of “syntax and structure analy-
sis for sentiment analysis” signals a strategic emphasis on 
leveraging linguistic insights to enhance sentiment analysis 
accuracy. Integrating syntactic features into DL-ABSA mod-
els holds promise for practitioners, enabling them to cap-
ture nuanced sentiment expressions and address challenges 
related to ambiguity and context dependency. Moreover, 
the surge in attention toward “neural networks for sequence 
modeling and sentiment analysis” underscores the pivotal 
role of DL in ABSA research, offering practitioners scalable 
and adaptable solutions to discern subtle sentiment nuances 
across diverse textual data sources. This trend suggests pro-
spective avenues for practitioners to explore novel neural 
architectures tailored to ABSA tasks, fostering more effec-
tive sentiment analysis outcomes.

Furthermore, the exploration of “specific aspects and 
modalities in sentiment analysis” signifies a shift toward 
contextually informed ABSA solutions tailored to diverse 
application domains and user preferences. Practitioners can 
leverage this trend to focus on identifying domain-specific 
patterns and linguistic markers, thereby enhancing the 
relevance and applicability of ABSA models. Addition-
ally, the rising interest in “ABSA for multi-task learning” 
offers opportunities for practitioners to develop compre-
hensive frameworks capable of addressing multiple related 
tasks simultaneously, thus improving model efficiency and 
adaptability.

The identified hotspots also shed light on prospective 
avenues for practitioners in specific domains. For instance, 
the emphasis on “domain adaptation for sentiment analy-
sis” underscores the importance of developing adaptive DL-
ABSA solutions capable of handling domain shifts, which 
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is particularly relevant for practitioners operating in diverse 
contexts. Moreover, the growing attention toward “ABSA in 
pharmacovigilance” presents practitioners in the healthcare 
domain with opportunities to leverage DL methods for effi-
cient and timely detection of adverse drug events, thereby 
enhancing patient safety and regulatory compliance.

In summary, the integration of diverse research hot-
spots and trends in DL-ABSA research underscores the 

interdisciplinary nature of the field and offers practitioners 
a roadmap for advancing sentiment analysis methodolo-
gies and applications. By leveraging linguistic insights, 
computational methods, and domain-specific knowledge, 
practitioners can drive innovations in DL-ABSA research, 
leading to accurate, adaptable, and contextually aware DL-
ABSA solutions tailored to diverse application domains 
and user preferences.

Appendix

Table 7   Search query

((TS = (((“aspect-based” or “feature-level” or “aspect-level” or “aspect term*” or “aspect categor*”) AND (“sentiment analy*” or “opinion 
analy*” or “polarity analy*” or “affective analy*” or “subjectivity analy*” or “sentiment classifi*” or “opinion classifi*” or “subjectiv-
ity classifi*” or “polarity classifi*” or “affective classifi*” or “sentiment detect*” or “opinion detect*” or “polarity detect*” or “affective 
detect*” or “subjectivity detect*” or “sentiment identifi*” or “opinion identifi*” or “polarity identifi*” or “affective identifi*” or “subjec-
tivity identifi*” or “sentiment categor*” or “opinion categor*” or “polarity categor*” or “affective categor*” or “subjectivity categor*” or 
“sentiment recogni*” or “opinion recogni*” or “polarity recogni*” or “affective recogni*” or “subjectivity recogni*” or “opinion target*” or 
“sentiment mining” or “opinion mining” or “semantic orientation” or “sentiwordnet*” or “sentic*” or “affective computing” or “sentiment 
learning” or “subjectivity learning” or “affective learning”)))) NOT TS = ((“face image*” or “speech recognition” or “speech emotion” or 
“physiological signal*” or “music emotion*” or “facial feature extraction” or “video emotion” or “electroencephalography” or “biosignal*” 
or “image process*”))) NOT TI = ((“facial” or “speech” or “sound*” or “face” or “dance” or “temperature” or “image*” or “spoken” or 
“electroencephalography” or “EEG” or “biosignal*” or “voice*”))

Table 8   Exclusion criteria 
related to ABSA (1) Detection and classification of physical emotions and medical conditions

(2) Recognition of affective postures
(3) Research focused on the analysis and identification of emotions through various mediums such as pho-

tos, human facial expressions, physiology, and electrical signals like electrocardiograms
(4) Investigation into humans’ ability for emotion recognition
(5) Exploration of theory of mind
(6) Psychological or pharmacological experimental studies
(7) Creation of ontologies, corpora, or datasets
(8) Literature reviews or survey papers
(9) Multimodal analysis as opposed to solely text analysis
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