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The culprit is charcoal rot disease, caused by the fungus Macrdphomina
phaseolina. Splitting sorghum stalks longitudinally will show | |
microsclerotia, the survival structure of the fungus, giving the internal
stalk tissue a peppered look (Figure 4). The disease is comnﬁon d ring
seasons with prolonged hot, dry weather or when other unfavorag:e
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Unfortunately, little can be done for the current season to correct the
problem. Growers and agronomists are encouraged to re-visit guides and
resources to understand the disease and options to manage_“cha‘rcoal rot

in coming seasons. / [

Managing soil moisture by planting into adequate |
observing proper plant population densities and row s
® Using proper fertiliser rates to maintain acﬁl\eq\u e nut
| J | ‘ex?essive nitrogen or low ;‘ ofg ./:,;- ;
e Planting stay-green hybrids with good score

standability, and droug '
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/201 5/07/disease-control-in-summer-crops-and-management-étrategies-

to-minimise-financial-losses)
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