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Diagnosing a plant disease or other injury is like going to a medical

doctor who must ask several questions before making an ch:qrate

diagnosis and recommending a treatment. If you withhold |
it can lead to a misdiagnosis. The same goes for crop dise

pathologists, specifically diagnosticians, are often a

wrong with my plant; followed by, what can | do to manag
problem?” In most cases, it may be too late to save the s
but a correct diagnosis is important to prescribe methods

the problem on other plants or in the future.

So how do we go about diagnosing plant diseases?
identification of diseases and of the causal agents i

prescribing a sound disease management strategy, aVOidi’I

losses and preventing the waste of time and money

Often, we rely on symptoms for the identification of

similar symptoms can be produced by different causalal a%;
meth

of symptoms alone in most ca is an inadequate

identification. While other methods for identification

may also take a week or more ccurately identify

causing agent.

So, what can diagnosticians do

;

Provide disease diagnosis requ

lants’ environmental and cult
ossible causes of the proble

requesting our free diagnostic
*orm relevant to the laboratory

Lfor.ana’cion,
J Plant

re$
IS

Nhat
%{ be \
egiﬁ‘é olant,

"

sked:

Drevent

Proper

s vitalir

f
g M‘
|
|
-i‘
il
"' L' it

i i
¥

H

d 1S

c’i

lhe use

disease

~

d

are

the d

3

|

e QDAF Plant Disease Enqu
(https://www.daf.qld.gov.
pest-diagnostic-services/
diagnostics/broadacre-pl

USQ Centre for Crop Healt

Form (https://communitie
(|

— -
= o = —
" ==
= >



https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/health-pests-diseases/plant-pest-diagnostic-services/broadacre-crop-protection-diagnostics/broadacre-plant-pest-or-disease-enquiry
https://communities.grdc.com.au/field-crop-diseases/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2017/09/USQ-CCH-Diagnostics-1.pdf
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e Disease testing services around Australia

(https://communities.grdc.com. au/ﬂeld -Crop- dlfea

testing-services-australia/)

Information gathered from these forms is crucial in helping
problem down to a few suspects, which will require furt
laboratory before making a final diagnosis. Regardle
a recommendation will be given as to what should b
problem. Below is a list of the information we ask fo

we ask for them.
|

Information required fqr an accura

dlagn03|s

1. Proper plant name. Both the
(if known) of the affected pl
common names can cause ¢
recognition of the problem.

|

2. Specific variety or cultivar n ﬁwe if known. Susc
in different cultiva
ibility of a cultivar to|di
possible cause of t
consider. It also helps to |den ify if there has bee
ds to consider.

specific disease may vary wi
species. Knowing the susce
diseases can narrow down t

|

pathotype that'the industry n
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| individual plant symptoms of|concerh. Examples|c |
| | stunting of plants, shortened internodes, malforirﬁ
| 1 gall on roots, profuse flowering, wilts, diebacks, |ea
1,( spots, fruit fots, etc.
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| | "' | ' For example, root rots Qn a plaht ma’ibe a primar ptom while
i ‘| | leaf necros is a secorjdary symptom. At a later stade of the
! H | disease, opportunistic saprophytes ay hide the|o al disease
| ': | || symptom, 80 in turn, symptoms observed at th‘el arlstage of the
ﬂ r | | disease arejatypical of the symp*totﬁ developeq 8 initial
w | H I pathogen. |
“ H Z Symptom variability in dlseaséd pI ﬁts D|fferé Q symptoms
| i ‘expressed by diseased plants h1 y ad to an in diagnosis.
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