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Inave spent much of the last two years n the company of 2 long dead Britsh actor. In other
words, | have been engaged n writing the biography of Roger Delgado, best known for
originating the character the Mascer in Doctor Who. He's been on other peaple’s minds of late, as
January i the anniversary of his first appearance (anuary 2nd 1971)in the 25 minute-long first

episade of Terror of the Autons. He remains topical because of developments to the character he
originated. The recen regeneration of the 12 Doctor into the female 13t Doctor played by
Jodie Whittaker is 2 massive game changer that arguably was only possible because of an earlier

‘game changer, when the male character the Master was regenerated into the female Missy

played by Michelle Gomez.

The reaction first to a female Master and then a female Doctor has been
‘explosive to say the leas:, and perhaps a valuable reminder that
television programs and their characters are not created in a vacuum
ut are actualy parts of aricher landscape of contrasting and
complementary shows and viewer expeciations. As a result, researching.
one actor's fe can open up fascinating vistas, especially in folowing.
paper rails and the paperwork which reconstrucs these wider
television landscapes. For me, that was especially so for BEC One’s 1971
Saturday night fine-up. What & close knit environment television was.
‘That eveningin January 1971 when the Master materialised on Britsh
television, the actor David Garth appeared in episade one of Terror of
the Autons as the unnamed Time Lord. Later that night he was back on
'BBC One playing another character in Dikon of Dock Green.

While Terror of the Autons is now experienced as & stand-slone item on &
'DVD, Delgado's debut was originally part of a wider worid, wnere

records of the surrounding broadcasts bring back to e the context for viewing this debut. The Program as Broadcast”

papenwork for the nights from January 2rd onwards and now in the written archives of the BEC meticulously record what.
happened on screen. The papervork, banged out of a typewricer, show Delgado’s debut was surrounded by a host of
imported and native productions. There was the Sacurday Western, which on the afternoon of Part Four of Terror of the
Autons was Lost of the Bodmen, a 1957 western, then Grandstand, then & short trailer pre-recorded on videatape for Cila
Black's show, and then viewers could see the Doctor fight the Auton's invasion. Then viewers had Richard Baker rezd the
news followed by Lucille Ball Liberace, CIff Richard and Dixon of Dock Green.
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The Program as Broadcast paperwork is a ollection of time codes, references to VTR or ilm, and the alphanumeric
Sequences used to identify what was shown. But they are also time capsules which give an impression of the warld into. Select Montn
which Delgado's Master appeared across 1571 For example, included in the typewritsen data for the transission of

Delgadors second story in Doctor Wiho, The Mind of Evi, is recard of the traler for the BBC' broadcast of the Apollo 14

‘mission, which had launched on January 31s: 1971, incluging the soundirack of Strauss's Ao Sprach Zarathustra, music

aiready indelibly associated with space since the release of 2001: A Spoce Ocyssey three years earlier Is curious that 25

another season of Doctor Who was underway with the Doctor trapped on Earth because of exile by the Time Lords, the

'BBC One viewing public were offered footage of space exploration.

Alittle further on i the 1971 season, on the ight that The Mind of Evil part six was broadcast, the news was read by the.
anchorman Kenneth Kendall and included in the data from the Program as Broadcast s ‘Actuality Music on Film (Visual).
Members of Women's Liberation Movement Protes: Song 022" In other words, Kendal was reading out a news story
about a procest by the Women's Liberation Movement and t ncluded a fiim insert of thei protest song. With the
introguction of the character Sarah Jane Smith in 173, Women's Lib would be brought on screen with her charzcter. For
the time being however in 1971 it was part of the same warld but not part of the story in Doctor Who. When The Damons
wias broadcast in June 1971, the BBC One line-up was similr. DId viewers who had just seen the Master celebrate 3
Black Mass in rural England then want o tune into Cilla or Lulu?

In 1871 Delgado leaps into the Doctor's adventures, doing so amongst a mixture of footbal, Apollo 14, Womer's L
Liberace, Cils Black, Lucille Ball and the BSC News, and that' just BBC One. The mixiure s  bright spestry. What oid
Viewers who had just enjoyed the football or the scrambiing on Grandstand think of the Master? Did the coverage of
‘Apollo 14 complement or compete with the Autons? Did people watching the Master murder his way around the Home.
Counties stay around to watch Liberace or CIf Richard? How did‘my dear Jo’ o my dear Miss Gran, or Jo spraining her
anie, seem compared to a Women's Liberation Protest? Season Eight, especially Terror of the Autons, has been called
garish and carcoonish. But on BEC One on Saturday ights, the Master, Jo and the Doctor were part of  colourul line-
up, and the science fiction mayhem was a brief interlude amongst the sport and the native and American light
entertainment,which courtesy of these messy typewritten pEperork gave me a true journey back in time 1o see Now 25
minutes of television is part of something much larger.

Dr Marcus Harmes is a senior lecturer at the University of Southern Queensiand (Australia). His most recent publication
s Roger Delgodos: | om usually referred to os the Moster (Fantom Publishing, 2017).
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