
The United States and Australia are loyal allies and friends, 
sharing a spirit of collaboration in defense and security 
matters that has lasted more than 100 years. U.S. and 
Australian soldiers have fought side by side in World Wars I 
and II, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Somalia, East 
Timor, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Australia and the United States formalized their cooperative 
relationship in the Austrialia, New Zealand, and United 
States Security Treaty (ANZUS) in 1951. Australia invoked 
the Treaty’s mutual defense clause for the first time in 2001, 
shortly after Al Qaeda terrorists attacked targets in the 
United States on September 11. 

The Kangaroo and the Eagle: Allies in War and Peace 
commemorates the enduring partnership between the 
United States and Australia through contemporary 
paintings, drawings, and photographs.

North Carolina native Wade Meyers is a 
pilot, self-taught painter, and author.

Ragged but Right
Wade Meyers
Meyers combines history and art to recreate scenes difficult to record on film.

In Ragged but Right, a B-17 Flying Fortress, named “Ragged But Right,” flies 
through heavy flak at the moment of bomb release. Flak damaged the B-17 on 
May 11, 1945, but the crew managed to nurse the bomber to a crash landing 
near the home base at Snetterton Heath, Norfolk. 

Abbey MacDonald works predominantly 
in oils, combining realistic and surrealistic 
styles. She also teaches at the University 
of Tasmania, specializing in art curricula, 
pedagogy, and practice.

Brothers in Arms (New Guinea, 1943)
Abbey MacDonald
Inspiration for this scene is drawn from the famous 
photograph of Australian medic Leslie Charles “Bull” Allen 
taken by war correspondent Gordon Short on July 30, 1943. 
American troops suffered heavy casualties against Japanese 
positions on Mt. Tambu, New Guinea when Allen, on his own 
initiative, repeatedly climbed the steep slopes to retrieve 
wounded soldiers. Under fire, he carried twelve Americans 
to safety before collapsing from exhaustion. The United 
States awarded Allen the Silver Star for valor.

Gary Dolan is an open air artist 
specializing in aviation and naval 
scenes. He previously served in the 
Royal Australian Air Force.

Dawn of a New Era
Garry Dolan
The Japanese attempt to seize Port Moresby, New Guinea, 
and points in the Solomon Islands, Nauru, and the Ocean 
Islands aimed to neutralize Australia as an Allied stronghold. 
During the Battle of the Coral Sea in early May 1942, aircraft 
from the carriers USS Yorktown and USS Lexington (pictured 
in the distance) attacked the invasion force, halting the 
Japanese advance. This naval battle marked the first time 
aircraft carriers faced each other in combat.

The Kangaroo Express
Garry Dolan
The Kangaroo Express pays homage to an American 
submarine that became a favorite of the people of Brisbane, 
host city to an important U.S. naval base during World War 
II. On February 7, 1943, the USS Growler torpedoed two 
Japanese freighters and evaded an enemy patrol boat that 
tried to ram the submarine. Wounded by machine gun fire 
as he maneuvered to run down the attacking patrol boat, 
Lieutenant Commander Howard W. Gilmore gave the order 
to “Take her down!” before he could reach safety below 
deck. Gilmore received the Medal of Honor posthumously 
for giving his life to save the Growler and its crew. Repaired 
in Brisbane, including the addition of two new nickel 
kangaroos on the bow, the Growler returned to service with 
the nickname Kangaroo Express. American artist and naval 
officer McClelland Barclay painted the USS Growler in 1943, 
and it currently hangs in the U.S. Navy Submarine Force 
Museum in Groton, Connecticut. 

The Kangaroo Squadron
Garry Dolan
The 40th Reconnaissance Squadron, later known as the 
“Kangaroo Squadron,” comprised B-17 Flying Fortresses 
flown in from the Philippines, Hawaii, and the continental 
United States. Based in Australia with meager supplies and 
limited ground support, this ad hoc squadron conducted 
long-range bombing raids and armed reconnaissance 
missions. It also evacuated General Douglas MacArthur and 
his staff from the Philippines during the Japanese invasion. 
The four B-17s in this painting arrived at Archerfield Airport 
in Brisbane on February 18, 1942.

Keith Batcheller worked more 
than 30 years as a freelance 
illustrator for the advertising, 
publishing, and movie industries.  
Fifteen of his paintings are in the 
U.S. Air Force art collection

Angel on My Shoulder
Keith Batcheller
A C-130 Hercules fires decoy flares to evade heat-seeking 
anti-aircraft missiles. The dazzling light and swirling smoke 
patterns evoke the shape of angel wings. In service for more 
than fifty years, C-130s originally provided cargo and troop 
transport but later took on new roles, such as search and 
rescue, weather reconnaissance, aerial refueling, scientific 
research support, and airborne assault. The United States 
and Australian armed forces still fly this versatile aircraft.

KC-135, 93rd Air Refueling Squadron, 
Fairchild AFB
Keith Batcheller
The U.S. Air Force has relied on the KC-135 Stratotanker 
for aerial refueling for more than sixty years. Navy, Marine 
Corps, and allied nation aircraft depend on KC-135s too. 
The KC-135 is also capable of transporting litter and 
ambulatory patients for aeromedical evacuations by using a 
cargo deck above the refueling system. The Royal Australian 
Air Force operates a variant of the KC-135 called the  
KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport. 
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Leoni Duff  incorporates portraiture, and 
figurative, landscape, and still life genres in her 
paintings. She runs an independent art school in 
her native Tasmania.

Held in the Theatre of War, Buna, 1942
Leoni Duff
Held in the Theatre of War, Buna, 1942 shows a wounded 
Australian infantryman tended by U.S. medics. U.S. and Australian 
forces fought together during the Battle of Buna-Gona to eject the 
Japanese from their beachheads in the territory of Papua (present 
day Papua New Guinea). The three-month siege, which began on 
November 16, 1942, pitted Americans and Australians against a 
well-entrenched enemy, difficult jungle conditions, disease, and 
unreliable supply lines. Allied casualties had reached 2,870 when 
the fighting ended.

Mission from Debden
Wade Meyers
Mission from Debden shows 4th Fighter Group pilot, Captain Neil “Dutch” Van 
Wyk, stealing a quick glance at his dog “Colonel” as he prepares to depart 
from Debden, England, on an escort mission, in mid-July, 1944. Van Wyk’s 
P-51B is appropriately named “FLYING DUTCHMAN.”

The Kangaroo and The Eagle
Allies in War and Peace



A life-long artist, Michael Armstrong joined the 
Australian Army in 1998 and served in Timor, 
Afghanistan, and Iraq. He currently maintains an 
art studio in Canberra.

Veteran: Sitting on the Edge with Legs Dangling
Michael Armstrong
This scene is inspired by Captain Michael Armstrong’s deployment to 
Afghanistan in 2013 as a member of Australian Special Operations Task 
Group 66. The top image depicts fellow serviceman, Sergeant John Mathews, 
shrouded in darkness while on a mission with Captain Armstrong aboard a 
U.S. Army CH-47 helicopter. An American door gunner sits on the edge of the 
ramp as the helicopter flies over the mountainous Afghan terrain. The lower 
image captures the veterans’ experience. Vivid memories of war intertwine 
with the sights, smells, sounds, and feelings of everyday life after the return 
home.

Paul Gough is a painter, broadcaster, and 
author. He is currently vice chancellor of 
Arts University Bournemouth in Poole, 
England.

The Le Hamel Memorial Re-imagined
Paul Gough
The Le Hamel Memorial, located at the Australian 
Corps Memorial Park outside the village of Le Hamel,  
commemorates the more than 100,000 Australians who 
served in France during World War I. It marks the site 
where Lieutenant General John Monash, commander of the 
Australian Corps, planned and led Australian and American 
units in a surprise attack that routed German positions on 
July 4, 1918. In this rendering, the artist re-imagines the 
memorial, surrounded today by peaceful agricultural fields, 
as they looked in 1918—a dystopia of mud, water-filled 
craters, and burnt tree stumps. 

Anna Van Stralen explores the interplay 
between artificial constructions and chaotic 
natural forms to highlight different angles and 
perspectives in her paintings. She lives  
in Tasmania.

The Procession: American and Australian 
Stretcher Bearers, Le Hamel, 1918
Anna Van Stralen 
The Australian Corps and one thousand newly-arrived U.S. 
Army troops advanced under the command of Lieutenant 
General John Monash during the Battle of Hamel in northern 
France in July 1918. A model of innovative tactics, the 
Allied effort combined infantry, artillery, and the newest 
technologies of war—airplanes and tanks. Considered a 
brilliant success, some 1260 Australians and Americans died 
or suffered injuries. 

A successful commercial illustrator In Los Angeles 
and New York for many years, Jim Dietz began to 
focus his artistic talents on aviation, automotive, 
and military subjects after moving to Seattle in the 
late 1970s.

Launch, Recover, Launch (The Second Helicopter War)
Jim Dietz
This scene depicts daily operations in Task Force XII and Task Force 49 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. A UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter prepares 
to depart Joint Base Balad north of the capital Baghdad, while soldiers 
load equipment and crewmembers conduct a final mission briefing. In 
the background, a CH-47 Chinook helicopter stands ready to depart on a 
resupply or air assault mission. Overhead, a Gunslinger Air Weapons Team 
leaves Balad to support ground forces in the field. More than four thousand 
soldiers of all ranks and occupational specialties filled these and other 
essential roles to ensure task force readiness in Iraq.

At The End of the Day 
Jim Dietz
This painting honors the storied past and recent achievements of the 3rd 
Battalion, 509th Infantry, the first U.S. Army airborne unit deployed overseas 
on June 10, 1942. It completed two combat jumps in North Africa, one in Italy, 
and one in France during World War II. Reactivated on September 16, 2005, 
the unit deployed with the 4th Armored Brigade Combat Team in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in October 2006. 

Charles Green and Lyndell Brown have 
collaborated since 1989. They served 
as Australia’s official War Artists in Iraq 
and Afghanistan in 2007 and 2008.

Photographs of Afghanistan
Lyndell Brown and Charles Green
In response to the terrorist attacks in the United Sates on September 
11, 2001, Australia invoked the ANZUS treaty’s mutual defense 
clause, becoming one of the first nations to pledge support for the 
U.S.-led multi-national coalition to fight terrorism. A member of 
the coalition forces, Australia  began military operations—called 
“Operation Slipper”—against al Qaeda and the ruling Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan in October 2001. Australian forces returned to 
Afghanistan four years later to help secure the Uruzgan Province in 
the south against Taliban and other militant insurgencies seeking to 
destabilize the national government. 

John Derrick’s artwork has appeared in 
solo and group exhibitions in Australia and 
the United States for 20 years.

Vietnam 1965
John Derrick
This painting is based on a photograph taken near Bien Hoa, 
Vietnam. Corporal Jeff Taylor of the 1st Australian Logistic Support 
Company watches while Private First Class Tom Hughes of the 
173rd U.S. Airborne Brigade explains the operation of the Army’s 
new combat rifle. Between 1962 and 1973 almost 60,000 Australians 
served in Vietnam; 521 died and over 3,000 suffered injuries.

Noela Flack turned to painting after a 40-year 
career In art education. She has cultivated a 
modern impressionist style to interpret the 
natural world of her lived experience along the 
east coast of Australia

3 RAR On the Move, Korea 1951
Noela Flack 
Seventeen thousand Australian military personnel fought 
in the United Nations multinational force during the Korean 
War. During Operation Commando (also known as the 
Battle of Maryang San) in October 1951, 3rd Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR), attempted to capture 
a strategically important group of hills near the Imjin River. 
After five days of heavy fighting, the 3RAR dislodged a 
numerically superior enemy force and achieved its objective. 
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Afghan National Army Perimeter Post with Chair, Tarin Kowt, Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan (below)Approaching Darkness, Afghan National Army Observation Post, Tarin Kowt, Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan 

View from Chinook, Helmand Province, Afghanistan (above)

In 2007, Lyndell Brown and Charles Green travelled through 
Afghanistan, and the Middle East as the Australian War Memorial’s 
official war artists, continuing a tradition that began during World  
War I. They visited Australian and U.S. bases and recorded the 
soldiers’ activities and experiences. These contemplative images 
reveal new and unique configurations of landscape, culture, and 
technology.



The Great White Fleet
Margaret Baguley  
In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt sent sixteen new 
U.S. Navy battleships, painted white with gilded scrollwork 
on their bows, around the world to showcase American sea 
power. By invitation of Prime Minister Alfred Deakin, the 
flotilla made three ports of call in Australia. The enthusiastic 
reception—most of Sydney’s local residents turned out to 
see the battleships arrive—bolstered Deakin’s efforts to 
strengthen the young Commonwealth’s own defenses.  

Margaret Baguley is a visual artist 
and professor of arts education at the 
University of Southern Queensland.

James Walker draws on nostalgia, 
memory, and personal experience in 
his paintings of World War II aircraft 

Touching the Face of God – Mustangs 
over Germany 1945
James Walker
The title is taken from the poem “High Flight,” by John 
Gillespie Magee Jr, an American pilot who flew a Spitfire in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force over England and occupied 
France early in World War War II. The poem begins “Oh, I 
have slipped the surly bonds of earth...” and concludes “... 
I’ve trod the high untrespassed sanctity of space, put out my 
hand and touched the face of God.” 

Midnight over the Ruhr, 1943 
The Bomber Offensive, 1944 
James Walker
The lone British Lancaster heavy bomber and the formation 
of B-24 Liberator bombers pay tribute to the aircrews that 
participated in the Allied air offensive against Germany in 
1943 and 1944. This campaign recorded some of the highest 
casualty rates of the war.

Chicago native Konrad F. Hack  
served as a U.S. Army combat artist 
in Vietnam and later joined the Air 
Force art program. He went on to 
teach studio arts and humanities at 
Robert Morris University.

Hellcat
Konrad F. Hack
This scene shows a Grumman F6F Hellcat fighter reclaimed 
from the Pacific Ocean after World War II. It is now stored in 
the “Boneyard” at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, 
Arizona. “I felt the plane had character, standing there all 
propped up, yet abandoned, forgotten in the desert,” the 
artist explained. “I was left with patterns and textures that 
inspired me.”

Vietnam, From The Ground Up
Konrad F. Hack
Hack’s experience as a combat artist in Vietnam in 1969 
inspired this scene of a helicopter landing zone under fire. 
Helicopters filled many roles in Vietnam, including troop and 
supply transport, armed escort, fire support, observation, 
and medical evacuation. In one personally harrowing 
instance, enemy fire tore off the rotor of the helicopter Hack 
occupied, forcing a crash landing in a rice paddy similar to 
the one shown in this scene  

Fire Fight, in the Thick of It 
Konrad F. Hack
This painting depicts the intensity of combat in Vietnam, 
where soldiers often faced an elusive enemy hidden in 
dense jungle terrain. 
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Tony Stencel served 9 years in the 
Wisconsin Army National Guard as 
an illustrator and intelligence officer, 
and he is currently a combat artist 
for the U.S. Air Force.

Buna - 1942–43
Tony Stencel
In 1942, the Japanese attempted to seize Port Moresby on the 
island of New Guinea and use it as a springboard to invade 
Australia. At the Battle of Buna, which began in November, 
U.S. and Australian forces fought together to retake the 
Japanese beachheads at Buna and Gona and also close the 
overland route to Port Moresby. The 18th Australian Brigade 
and the U.S. Army’s 32nd Infantry Division suffered heavy 
losses in the fighting. This painting pays tribute to the 1,270 
Australians and 787 Americans who died. 


