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Foreword

This book is the result of a collaborative initiative of the Global Spatial Data Infrastruc-
ture Association (GSDI), the European Commission's Joint Research Centre, the Euro-
pean umbrella organisation for geographic information (EUROGI), the Dutch innovation
program Space for Geo-Information (RGI) and Geonovum, the Netherlands SDI execu-
tive committee. In addition to the traditional call for papers for the joint GSDI-11/ IN-
SPIRE/ Geonovum RGI conference “Spatial Data Infrastructure Convergence: Building
SDI Bridges to Address Global Challenges” contributions of full articles were solicited
for publication in this peer reviewed volume.

In several instances, the articles submitted addressed the theme of the conference. In
others they stuck to the more traditional fields of SDI. The reviewing process resulted in
twenty articles that together can be summarised as Spatial Data Infrastructure Conver-
gence: Research, Emerging Trends, and Critical Assessment. These topics are repre-
sented well in this volume. We thank the authors of the articles and the members of the
Peer Review Board.

We are grateful to the Netherlands Geodetic Commission (NCG) for their willingness to
publish this work under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 license. It allows all to use
the experiences and research presented in this book to their advantage. We especially
thank Frans Schréder and Leni Verhoog of the Netherlands Geodetic Commission
(NCQG) for their assistance during the entire publishing process.
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Bas C. Kok, President
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Alessandro Annoni,
European Commission, Joint Research Centre

Mauro Salvemini, President; Jodo Geirinhas, Secretary General
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Space for Geo-Information (RGI), the Netherlands
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