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Introduction

The Darling Downs region of south-east Jueensland in the
headwaters of the Murray Darling Basin, £ charscterised by
highly fertile scile. and & long histery of sgriculurs
davalopmant, In recent vears the region has sxparenced
shgnificant chiangs in land use activities, This project sseks bo
examine patterns of land use change [including remnant
wagatation) in the Downs over a 15 year period.

The gaal of this ressarch i3 to develop & multidEcplinary
approach o land e Ssesamant that ntegrates:

& mapped land use changes (GI5)

« the condition of remaining native vegetation

# thié contmbution of ecsnomic and palicy ‘'drivers” o
abdarved changes
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Soclo-economic and agricuBural commodity statistics since
1950 wene collated and an ecological assesement of remnant
wegetation conducted.
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Downs, Queensland, 1975-2001

Results so far ...

Preliminary analysis of the dats suggests:
» 0% cverall reduction in nakive yegetation since 1975
= 5% averall incresss in pasiure land
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& Bai% of pasture land was converted o crapping

= 15% of pasture rewerted back to “vegetation®

» 85% of previously cropped land changed to pasture land
= 61% of native VagEIATIon WS convarted to pattune Lamd
= 3% of native vegetation was converted to cropping
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Landscape patterns im the  study

pres  ane  highly
hetarogenous and complex, with much of the rﬁﬂmlﬂmﬂﬂ
and reduction of remnant vegetation occurring batwasn 1975

and 1980, but continuing to the present. Land systems
within the study area are dynaméc with significant change
beetwesn land use types observed over the 25 year period.

Hext step ...

The project is currently at the re-classification and calibration
stage {Box 1), a detaded landscape analysis will shortly
Talloww Ehak will examine such atiributes as:

« patterns of remnant fragmentation (and adjoining land

s ] aver time

& bodevarsty and ecodogical condition of remnants with
different frapmentation histories

= pptions for biodiversity managemant threugh:
o catchment-scale biodiversity monitoring)reporting
a blediversity planning integrated inte regicnal MEM
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