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Comments from reviewer 1:

A very interesting study that is helpful in enabling understanding of the complexity in learning
via profiling the deep and surface learners in terms of influences.

Not clear, however, from the summary of findings the relationship between deep/surface learning
or learners’ profiles with Self directed learning. Is self-directed learning the outcome that is
being referred to? It is also necessary to help the reader make connections between the findings
and the implications, as the latter now appears to stand alone.

How many items were in the survey for each student and teacher?

I’m wondering if the author has specific intentions for entitling the paper as it is, for “to learning
deeply or not.” reflects choice, while “factors that influence” indicates observations as a result of
direct or indirect choices on the part of the learners.

Comments from reviewer 2:
The paper is well written and well structured and should provoke worthwhile discussion amongst

symposium participants.
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WELCOME MESSAGE

On behalf of the organizing committee I would like to welcome you to the Republic
Polytechnic’s 2™ International Symposium on Problem-based Learning.

It is not a trivial matter to attend an International Symposium on education in a climate where
there are deep concerns about the physical and financial health of our communities and
countries. We are appreciative that you could come and value your willingness to spend your
time, money and talents with us to reflect upon, what can too often be taken for granted, and
that is the idea of “learning”.

The interest and commitment to Problem-based Learning at the Republic Polytechnic is
driven by our own fascination with learning. This Symposium is a wonderful opportunity for
us to explore what learning entails (and what it does not), to consider own experiences as
educators with learning, and the effect different philosophies and approaches to teaching have
upon how educators, students, governments and the wider community conceive and measure
learning.

We are so pleased to have three outstanding keynote speakers and numerous invited and
specially selected speakers and workshop and poster presenters who are willing to help us all
explore the idea of learning. I know they will both illuminate and challenge us. I would like
thank all those presenting for their thoughtful preparation and my hope is that they get back
from the Symposium as much, if not more, than they have prepared.

Such events do not happen without the tremendous energy and dedication of many people.
We are indebted to the many people who have helped to make this Symposium possible. The
Symposium is essentially the result of the whole Republic Polytechnic community’s
commitment to quality education and an ongoing willingness to learn and share. 1 would like
to thank our Principal and CEO, Mr Yeo Li Pheow, for his generous patronage, and the
Deputy Principals, Mr Eden Liew and Dr W.A.M. Alwis, and all the directors of both the
academic schools and centres and administrative units for their strong support. I would like to
especially thank Rita Roop, who chaired the organising committee, for her untiring leadership,
attention to detail and unfaltering patience. She has been very ably supported by the
professionalism, creativity and enthusiasm of the entire staff of the Centre for Educational
Development.

We have tried to plan a conference that will be both educatively and gastronomically filling,
and we hope that you will be able to agree (in the past tense) that it was. Thank you for
coming and I hope over the next three days you enjoy “learning about learning™!

Glen O’Grady
Director, Centre for Educational Development
Convenor, 2™ International PBL Symposium 2009
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