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Dr Eseta Tualaulelei

Overview

What if university assignments contributed to the greater good? What if students had a genuine audience for their assign-
ment work rather than just a faculty member or two? What if our students could contribute to their future professions while
at university developing their professional knowledge? This chapter describes an open educational practice called ‘renew-
able assignments’ (Wiley, 2016) and how it was used to explore these three questions. | am a senior lecturer in the School of
Education at a mid-sized regional university in Australia. From 2019 to 2023, | and my colleague Dr Yosheen Pillay conducted
and researched renewable assignments in projects that led to 91 students contributing to 4 online books of open educa-
tional resources (OER). In this chapter, | explain the ins and outs of the project and provide some advice from my experiences
The chapter begins by outlining the different groups of people involved in the project - including open education support
staff, pre-service teachers, in-service teachers, and university educators - before explaining the project’s rationale. This is
followed by a detailed explanation of how renewable assignments were implemented across undergraduate and postgradu-
ate courses in Education at a mid-sized regional university in Queensland, Australia. The explanation includes details about
how action research was built around the activities to ensure that data about specific impacts were captured. In this case,
the action research focused on student engagement for two cycles and on graduate employability for another two cycles,
and it produced a range of insights into how renewable assignments impact on student experiences. The chapter ends with
some recommendations for those interested in running renewable assignments in their own courses and reflections from
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Renewable assignments are a type of authentic assessment that can engage students with online learning and enhance their gradu-
ate employability. After reading this chapter:

¢ Academic staff will: Develop awareness of the benefits and processes for facilitating quality student renewable assighnments

to be published as an OER.
e Library staff will: Learn strategies and techniques for working with students and academics to publish high quality student cre-

ated content.

Key stakeholders

Open education support staff: My university is lucky to have a unit solely devoted to open education initiatives. The two staff
members of this unit at the time, Dr Adrian Stagg and Ms Nikki Andersen, were integral to conceptualising, supporting and
promoting the project. Adrian is an open education expert and Nikki is a librarian specialising in inclusion and copyright so
they were able to answer any questions we had about open publishing.
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University educators: | teach early childhood and primary courses in intercultural education and literacy teaching and
Yosheen teaches Educational Guidance and Counselling. | ran three cycles of the project in my courses and Yosheen ran one
cycle in her course.

Background information

Several different needs were addressed with renewable assignments. Figure 1 shows the juncture at which the renewable
assignment was located and how it responded to various stakeholder needs, including:

Pre-service educators: In every course, we hear from students how they feel about their learning and their university experi-
ences. One of the top areas of complaint are university assignments, their expectations, their relevance to the real world and
the skills and knowledge students are meant to learn from them. University assignments are often designed with profes-
sional expectations and university standards in mind, but often they disregard students’ perspectives. Renewable assign-
ments offered an authentic assessment task, linked directly to contemporary practice, that developed research and present
ation skills students would use when they became teachers.

University educators: We are constantly looking for improved ways to support and encourage student learning. The first iter-
ation of this project came about in part because of my dissatisfaction with an assignment | had inherited that | thought was
not conveying key concepts and ideas in a meaningful way. Renewable assignments offered an avenue for thinking outside
the box about how | could improve this particular assignment for students and strengthen the links between what we were
doing at university and the teaching profession.
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keep on top of all these developments but me and my students do. | saw an opportunity to infuse this knowledge into re-
sources that could be shared with the profession.

Project description
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Figure 1. How renewable assignments responded to

stakeholder needs.
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Running a renewable assignment

Learn and prepare: | was a complete novice to open education but the academic literature is accessible and high quality. |
tried to learn as much about open education and open educational resources as | could. Support staff were invaluable as the
provided insights into a range of matters (digital platforms to host the OER, open licenses, technological advice, copyright re
quirements for multimedia etc.). What | learned in this stage helped me to design and visualise the OER that my students
would produce. When preparing the assignment instructions for students, | mentioned the possibility of their work being
openly published. As | didn't know whether a student would pass the assignment or the course overall, open publishing was
only mentioned as a possibility and resources were shared for their educative value.

Implement the renewable assignment: | ran the assignment as | usually would in a course. In later iterations, | integrated re-
sources into the course about open education; the United Nations (2019) actually recommends that this knowledge is incor-
porated in all initial teacher education courses. After the course had finished and grades were finalised, | invited students
who has passed both the assignment and the course to contribute to the open publication. | was not concerned with whethe
the students achieved a low or high grade; so long as they passed, they were invited to contribute a chapter to the online
book.

Create the OER: Those who accepted the invitation were given guidance with the purpose of the book and who the audience
was (in-service teachers). They could publish their assignment artefact exactly as they had submitted it or they could modify
it as they wished. Students were advised, however, that all chapters would be edited for accuracy and readability. With later

books, students were given a template for their chapter so that the OER would present as a cohesive collection. Before these
projects, | had never published and edited a collection of anything so this was a useful training ground for that whole process
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Learn and prepare

Learn about open Design the assignment with
educational practice Aemdi e S the OER in mind

Implement the renewable assignment

Teach students about open educational
resources

Invite students to publish openly

Create the OER

Assist students Publish the OER

Figure 2. Summary of steps for running a renewable assignment.

Involving in-service educators or professionals

Learn and prepare: We offered professional development to early years educators and guidance counsellors to share ideas
about the OER project and gather their insights. For instance, we learned that educators were drawing from Department of
Health resources because the Department of Education did not have what they needed. We learned about the types of day-
to-day concerns that guidance and counselling professionals wanted guidance with. In particular, we learned about the
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Create the OER: Quality is often a concern about student-generated OER (Wiley et al., 2017), so we invited professionals to
review the chapters. They were asked to comment on the currency, quality and relevance of the work and in two of our
books, we openly published excerpts from these reviews. The OER were shared back with the professionals who helped con-
ceptualise our projects and they have been shared more widely across the teaching profession as well.

Figure 3. Summary of steps for involving in-service educators or professionals

Learn and prepare

Learn from professionals about their
resource needs

Share ideas about the OER project

Implement the renewable assignment

(No active role for professionals here)

Create the OER

Invite professionals to review OER for

. Share OER with the profession
quality, currency and relevance

Figure 3. Summary of steps for involving in-service educators or
professionals
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of action research, | designed tools to collect data through surveys, semi-structured interviews and researcher reflections.
We gained ethics approval and then invited students to participate. In the early cycles of the project, students were invited tc
participate while they were creating the OER, but in later cycles, we were interested in knowing what students knew about
open education so we invited them earlier in the process.

Implement the renewable assignment: While the assighment was being implemented we collected data as teacher educat-
ors, reflecting on the process of integrating knowledge about open education in our courses.

Create the OER: Surveys and semi-structured interviews were conducted after the OER were published. Once data were ana

lysed, we shared our learnings at various conferences and our students presented alongside us at some of these (see next
section).

Learn and prepare

Design research project Gain ethics approval Invite participants

Implement the renewable assignment

Collect data

Create the OER
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A total of 91 students published four online books:

Gems and nuggets: Multicultural education for young children (Tualaulelei & Hawkins, 2020)
Hidden Treasures: Intercultural resources for early years educators (Tualaulelei & Macdonald, 2021)
Hearts and minds: Mental health support for schools (Pillay & Tualaulelei, 2022)

Co-creating multimodal texts with young children (Tualaulelei & Pillay, 2023)

Student-authors Katelyn Jackson, Kim Rohde, Sophie Woodward and Jillian Stansfield presented with Yosheen and | at our
university’s 2022 Open Week to celebrate open education. | also presented with Sophie at the Australian Literacy Educators
Association Digital Energy Symposium 2023 and again in 2023 for that association’s Teacher Education Special Interest
Group.

| found evidence that renewable assignments increased student engagement (Tualaulelei, 2020) and enhanced some gradu-
ate attributes (Tualaulelei & Pillay, 2022). Our findings have also been shared through university events, teaching and learnins
blogs and professional development.

In 2021, OEGlobal gave me a UNESCO OER Implementation Award for collective impact and for demonstrating exemplary
leadership in advancing the UNESCO Open Education Resource Recommendation in our own practices (there were 294
global recipients for this award). In 2022, the Special Issue for the Journal of Multicultural Education edited by Stacy Katz anc
Jennifer Van Allen that included our article Tualaulelei and Green (2022) won an OEGlobal Open Research Award.

What’s next for this project is more dissemination of the practice of renewable assignments and of the project’s findings.

Previous: Wikis Provide a Rich Environment for Collaborative Open Educational Practices:

Motivation and Emotion Case Study

Next: Creating Burning Issues in Classics



Jacqueline Macdonald, to help me edit the first two volumes of OER and later worked with Yosheen Pillay. This helped lighter
the load because there was a lot of decision-making involved in each project.

Use available support: Academics are usually quite busy with a range of work. To keep your project moving forward, draw
upon the expertise of others, particularly open education support staff, librarians and anyone else who can help you. For ex-
ample, Yosheen had the university photographer assist her creating the cover of Mental Health for which she had a specific
idea in mind (those are her hands that are artfully arranged on the cover).

Work ethically: There are times when open publication is appropriate and times when it is not (Orozco, 2020) and it helps to
be aware of these. Try to think about your students and their best interests so that they do not produce OER that may impact
them negatively.

Share your project and learnings: In looking for guidance, the only academic source | could find several years ago was a thesi:
by Dr Mais Fatayer that described something similar to what | wanted to do. There are far more resources available now but
more are always welcome. Sharing your work helps others.

Champions

Student feedback:

¢ | was very excited to be published. It is an honour to be recognised for our research and expertise.
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and valued. | also like that other educators can share their knowledge also.” (Elena Weatherall, Swallow Street Child Care
Association)

In this promotion video for Hidden Treasures, you'll hear Liza Corrie (former pre-service teacher) talk about her experiences
with our project.
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Do it! This chapter has only scratched the surface of the benefits this project had for everyone involved. As a teacher educator, I'm
more aware of the immense experience our students bring with them to our courses; our students feel validated and accomplished;
and early years educators and teachers can access our resources that respond specifically to their concerns.
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