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RESEARCH STATEMENT

Background: The CoVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted the Australian Creative Arts university
sector. On a national level, the government lockdowns and self-isolation procedures have impacted the
reduction or closure of many creative arts research programs as well as the production of creative arts
research outcomes such as access to physical exhibition and performance venues (Wilson, 2021). Within
this broader context, there is much exploration to be had in considering the alternative strategies to
creative arts research as forms of resilient practices within the current higher education sector.

Contribution: Drawing on the wide accessibility of exhibition publications, this textual work marks the
resiliency of creative research through a uniquely curated cross-section of creative practices at the
University of Southern Queensland during the CoVID-19 pandemic. The work brings together
interdisciplinary emerging and established creative researchers that innovatively explore adaptability and
resiliency within the arts that are interconnected with the themes of alchemy, transmutation and
transformation.

Significance: The textual work consists of various writing by University of Southern Queensland (UniSQ)
creative researchers and was launched at the accompanying School of Creative Arts Research Symposium
and exhibition at UniSQ. The catalogue launch involved a school-wide attendance and was published by
Loophole Press, Victoria, via the Blurb platform. The broader public and external university interest enabled
this publication to become a pilot for the 2022 cross-university symposium and publication 'Creative
Returns' launching at UniSQ in 2022. The latter, involved collaborations from Australian Catholic University,
University of Canberra, University of Saskatchewan and University of Auckland.
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